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At the inaugural meeting of the society in 1816, Henry 
Clay described its purpose: to "rid our country of a useless 
and pernicious, if not dangerous portion of the population."^ 
The following prominent Americans were not merely 
members but served as officers of the society: Andrew 
Jackson, Daniel Webster, Stephen Douglas, William Seward, 
Francis Scott Key, Winfield Scott, and two Chief Justices of 
the Supreme Court, John Marshall and Roger Taney.^^ All 
opposed the presence of blacks in the United States and 


thought expatriation was the only long-term solution. James 
Monroe was such an ardent champion of colonization that 
the capital of Liberia is named Monrovia in gratitude for his 
efforts. 

As for Roger Taney, as chief justice he wrote in the Dred 
Scott decision of 1857 what may be the harshest federal 
government pronouncement on blacks overwritten: Negroes 
were “beings of an inferior order, and altogether unfit to 
associate with the White race, either in social or political 
relations; and so far inferior that they have no rights which a 
White man is bound to respect. 

Abraham Lincoln considered blacks to be—in his words 
—“a troublesome presence"!^ in the United States. During 
the Lincoln-Douglas debates he expressed himself 
unambiguously: 

"I am not nor ever have been in favor of making voters or jurors of 
negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with white 
people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical difference 
between the white and black races which I believe will for ever forbid the 

two races living together on terms of social and political equality. 

His opponent, Stephen Douglas, was even more 
outspoken, and made his position clear in the very first 
debate: 

"For one, I am opposed to negro citizenship in any form. [Cheers— 
Times] I believe that this government was made on the white basis. 
['Good,'—77/7?es] I believe it was made by white men for the benefit of 
white men and their posterity forever, and I am in favor of confining the 
citizenship to white men—men of European birth and European descent, 
instead of conferring it upon negroes and Indians, and other inferior races. 

['Good for you. Douglas forever,'— Times]"—* 

Douglas, who took the more firmly anti-black view, won 
the election to the Senate. 

After Lincoln became president he campaigned for 
colonization, and even in the midst of war with the 
Confederacy found time to work on the project, appointing 
Rev. James Mitchell as Commissioner of Emigration, in 
charge of finding a place to which blacks could be sent.i^ 


On August 14th, 1862, he invited a group of black leaders to 
the White House to try to persuade them to leave the 
country, telling them that “there is an unwillingness on the 
part of our people, harsh as it may be, for you free colored 
people to remain with us." He urged them to lead their 
people to a colonization site in Central America.l^ Lincoln 
was therefore the first president to invite a delegation of 
blacks to the White House—and did so to ask them to leave 
the country. Later that year, in a message to Congress, he 
argued not just for voluntary colonization but for the forcible 
removal of free blacks.— 

Lincoln's successor, Andrew Johnson, shared these anti¬ 
black sentiments: “This is a country for white men, and by 
God, as long as I am President, it shall be a government for 
white men . . . Like Jefferson, he thought whites had a 
clear destiny: “This whole vast continent is destined to fall 
under the control of the Anglo-Saxon race—the governing 
and self-governing race."!^ 

Before he became president, James Garfield wrote, “[I 
have] a strong feeling of repugnance when I think of the 
negro being made our political equal and I would be glad if 
they could be colonized, sent to heaven, or got rid of in any 
decent way . . . 

Theodore Roosevelt blamed Southerners for bringing 
blacks to America. In 1901 he wrote: “I have not been able 
to think out any solution to the terrible problem offered by 
the presence of the Negro on this continent . . . As for 
Indians, he once said, “I don't go so far as to think that the 
only good Indians are the dead Indians, but I believe nine 
out of ten are, and I shouldn't inquire too closely into the 
health of the tenth. 

William Howard Taft once told a group of black college 
students, “Your race is adapted to be a race of farmers, first, 
last, and for all times. 


Woodrow Wilson was a confirmed segregationist, and as 
president of Princeton he refused to admit blacks. He 
enforced segregation in government offices and was 
supported in this by Charles Eliot, president of Harvard, who 
argued that “civilized white men" could not be expected to 
work with “barbarous black men."^ During the presidential 
campaign of 1912, Wilson took a strong position in favor of 
excluding Asians: “I stand for the national policy of 
exclusion. . . . We cannot make a homogeneous population 
of a people who do not blend with the Caucasian race. . . . 
Oriental coolieism will give us another race problem to solve 
and surely we have had our lesson."^ 

Warren Harding also wanted the races kept separate: “Men 
of both races [black and white] may well stand 
uncompromisingly against every suggestion of social 
equality. This is not a question of social equality, but a 
question of recognizing a fundamental, eternal, inescapable 
difference. Racial amalgamation there cannot be."^ 

Henry Cabot Lodge took the view that “there is a limit to 
the capacity of any race for assimilating and elevating an 
inferior race, and when you begin to pour in unlimited 
numbers of people of alien or lower races of less social 
efficiency and less moral force, you are running the most 
frightful risk that any people can run."^ 

Congressman William N. Vaile of Colorado was a prominent 
supporter of the 1924 immigration legislation that was 
designed to keep the country majority white. He explained 
his reasons for opposing immigration from non-northern 
European sources: 

[T]he northern European, and particularly Anglo-Saxons made this 
country. Oh yes, the others helped. But that is the full statement of the 
case. . . . They added to it, they often enriched it, but they did not make 
it, and they have not yet greatly changed it. We are determined that they 
shall not. It is a good country. It suits us. And what we assert is that we are 
not going to surrender it to somebody else or allow other people, no 
matter what their merits, to make it something different. If there is any 
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changing to be done, we will do it ourselves. 


In 1921, Vice President-elect Calvin Coolidge wrote in 
Good Housekeeping about the basis for sound immigration 
policy: 'There are racial considerations too grave to be 
brushed aside for any sentimental reasons. Biological laws 
tell us that certain divergent people will not mix or blend. . . 
. Quality of mind and body suggests that observance of 
ethnic law is as great a necessity to a nation as immigration 
law.”^ 

Harry Truman is remembered for having integrated the 
armed services by executive order. Yet, in his private 
correspondence he was as much a separatist as Jefferson: "I 
am strongly of the opinion Negroes ought to be in Africa, 
yellow men in Asia and white men in Europe and 
America."^ In a war-time poll taken in 1943, 90 percent of 
Americans reportedly said they would rather lose the war 
than give full equality to American blacks.^ 

As recent a president as Dwight Eisenhower argued that 
although it might be necessary to grant blacks certain 
political rights, this did not mean social equality "or that a 
Negro should court my daughter."^ It is only with John 
Kennedy that we finally find a president whose public 
pronouncements on race begin to be acceptable by today's 
standards. 

Perhaps one of the last statements of a politician that 
reflected the traditional white view was by Senator Sam 
Ervin of North Carolina in 1965. Congress was then about to 
pass the Hart-Celler bill that abolished the national-origins 
immigration policy designed to maintain a white majority. 
"What is wrong with the national origins of the American 
people?" asked the senator. "What is wrong with 
maintaining them? What is wrong with preferring as 
immigrants one's own kinsmen?"^ Ervin was, of course, on 
the losing side of the vote. 

What now seem to be shocking views on race were held 
not just by conservatives but also by socialists, labor 


leaders, and other reformers. William Jennings Bryan, for 
example, was certainly no reactionary but he believed 
blacks should be prevented from voting “on the ground that 
civilization has a right to preserve itself." At the 1924 
Democratic convention he spoke strongly against a motion 
to condemn the Ku Klux Klan, and helped defeat it.^ 

Ordinary working people, certainly as represented by the 
Socialist Party, were not liberal about race. The socialists 
reached the height of their power during the early part of 
the 20th century and at one time could claim 2,000 elected 
officials. The party was split on the Negro question, but the 
anti-black faction was stronger. The party organ. Social 
Democratic Herald, wrote on September 14, 1901, that 
blacks went “around raping women [and] children." The 
socialist press dismissed any white woman who consorted 
with blacks as “depraved." 

There was a strong view within the party that it was 
capitalism that forced the races to live and work together, 
and that under socialism the race problem would be solved 
through segregation. At the 1910 Socialist Party Congress, 
the Committee on Immigration called for the “unconditional 
exclusion" of Chinese and Japanese on the grounds that 
America already had problems enough dealing with 
Negroes.^ 

Samuel Gompers is probably the most famous labor leader 
in American history, and fought tirelessly to improve the 
lives of working people, but he was not a liberal on race or 
immigration. He once wrote: “It must be clear to every 
thinking man and woman that while there is hardly a single 
reason for the admission of Asiatics, there are hundreds of 
good and strong reasons for their absolute exclusion."^ 

Literary figures felt no differently. Walt Whitman wrote: 
“Who believes that Whites and Blacks can ever amalgamate 
in America? Or who wishes it to happen? Nature has set an 
impassable seal against it. Besides, is not America for the 


Whites? And is it not better so?"^ Ralph Waldo Ennerson 
believed that “it is in the deep traits of race that the 
fortunes of nations are written."^ Mark Twain wrote of the 
American Indian that he was “a good, fair, desirable subject 
for extermination if ever there was one."^ 

From its earliest days, laws established the racial basis of 
the republic. Indians were outside the Constitutional system: 
denied citizenship, untaxed, and not counted in the 
apportionment of representatives. As for blacks, Charles 
Pinckney of South Carolina, who was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787, stated that the 
Constitution was written for white men, and that its 
protections were not intended for blacks, whom he never 
expected would be recognized as citizens.^ The first 
naturalization law passed in 1790 made citizenship 
available only to “free white persons."— 

States that entered the Union in the years leading up to 
the Civil War hoped to avoid race problems by remaining all 
white. The people of the Oregon Territory voted not to permit 
slavery, but voted in even greater numbers not to permit 
blacks in the state at all. In language that survived until 
2002, Oregon's 1857 constitution provided that “[n]o free 
negro, or mulatto, not residing in this state at the time of the 
adoption of this constitution, shall come, reside, or be within 
this State, or hold any real estate."— 

Blacks were officially granted US citizenship only in 1868 
under the 14th Amendment but this did not apply to other 
races. In 1884, the Supreme Court officially determined that 
the 14th Amendment did not confer citizenship on Indians 
associated with tribes. Indians did not receive blanket 
citizenship until an act of Congress in 1924.^ 

State and federal laws explicitly excluded Asians from 
citizenship, and as late as 1914 the Supreme Court upheld 
the principle that citizenship could be denied to foreign- 
born Asians.—The ban on immigration and naturalization of 


Chinese, established in 1882, continued until 1943. It was 
only when the United States found itself allied with China in 
the fight against Japan that Congress repealed the Chinese 
exclusion laws—but set an annual Chinese immigration 
quota of only 105 people.^ 

The history of the franchise reflects a clear conception of 
the United States as a nation ruled by and for whites. Before 
the federal government took control of voting rights in the 
1960s, the states determined who could vote, and every 
state that entered the Union between 1819 and the Civil 
War excluded blacks from the franchise.^ 

In 1855, blacks could vote only in Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, and Rhode Island, which 
states together accounted for only 4 percent of the nation's 
black population. The federal government prohibited free 
Negroes from voting in the territories it controlled, and in 
the 1857 Dred Scott decision, the Supreme Court ruled that 
blacks, free or slave, could not be citizens of the United 
States, even though they might be citizens of states.— 

The 15th Amendment to the Constitution, which 
prohibited withholding the franchise on racial grounds, was 
not an expression of egalitarianism so much as an attempt 
to punish the former Confederacy—where most blacks lived 
—and a political calculation by Republicans that blacks 
would vote for them. In the West, there was much opposition 
to the amendment for fear it would mean Asians could vote, 
and in Rhode Island ratification nearly failed for fear it would 
mean the Irish "race" would be allowed to vote.^ 

MISCEGENATION 

The strongest and most abiding reason for racially 
exclusionary laws was opposition to miscegenation. Since 
colonial times, the great fear of whites was that if other 
races were not held at a distance the result would be mixing 
that would denature the race. It is only in this context that 


we can understand the abolitionist movement. Today the 
campaign to free the slaves is seen as a conscious step 
towards complete racial equality. In fact, the majority of 
ante-bellum Americans favored abolition only if it was 
coupled with colonization. This was Jefferson's and Lincoln's 
view, and was articulated by many abolitionists. 

Henry Ward Beecher, brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe 
who wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin, expressed the majority view: 
"Do your duty first to the colored people here; educate them 
Christianize them, and then colonize them."^ Most 
abolitionist activism therefore reflected a deep conviction 
that slavery was wrong, not a desire to establish blacks as 
social and political equals. Although William Lloyd Garrison 
and Angelina and Sarah Grimke are now heralded for 
favoring equal treatment for blacks in all respects, theirs 
was a minority view. 

Early Americans wrote their opposition to miscegenation 
into law. Between 1661 and 1725, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, and all the southern colonies passed laws 
prohibiting inter-racial marriage and, in some cases, 
fornication.^ Of the 50 states, no fewer than 44 had laws 
prohibiting inter-racial marriage at some point in their 
past.^ Many Northern whites were horrified to discover that 
some Southern slave owners had black concubines.^* 

Massachusetts prohibited miscegenation from 1705 to 
1843, but repealed the ban because most people thought it 
was unnecessary. As the new law noted, inter-racial relations 
were "evidence of vicious feeling, bad taste, and personal 
degradation," so were unlikely to become a problem.^ 

Anti-miscegenist feeling was so strong in the North that 
the easiest way to stir up opposition to abolitionists was to 
claim that what they really wanted was inter-racial marriage. 
Many abolitionists repeatedly expressed strong disapproval 
of miscegenation, but to no avail. For opponents, the fact 
that speakers at abolitionist meetings addressed racially 


mixed audiences was sufficiently shocking to make any 
charge believable. Only those abolitionists who firmly and 
publicly linked their proposals to colonization were safe from 
the charge of race mixing. There were 165 anti-abolition 
riots in the north during the 1820s alone, almost all of them 
prompted by the fear that abolition would lead to 
intermarriage.^ 

The 1830s saw sustained violence as well. Beginning on 
July 4, 1834, New York City suffered 11 days of anti¬ 
abolitionist rioting, violence of a kind not seen again until 
the anti-draft riots of 1863. After the American Anti-Slavery 
Society had read its Declaration of Sentiments to a mixed- 
race audience, rioters broke up the meeting and went on a 
rampage. Days later, the National Guard managed to bring 
peace only after the society issued a “Disclaimer," the first 
point of which was: “We entirely disclaim any desire to 
promote or encourage intermarriages between white and 
colored persons."^ 

Philadelphia suffered a serious riot in 1838 after 
abolitionists, who had had trouble renting space to hold 
their meetings, built their own building. On May 17, the last 
day of a three-day dedication ceremony, several thousand 
people—many of high social standing—gathered at the hall 
and burned it down.^ 

For many years, Americans used the term “amalgamation" 
to refer to the mixing of races, but a new word appeared in 
1863. Two Democrats who opposed Lincoln's reelection 
published a 72-page pamphlet called Miscegenation: The 
Theory of the Biending of the Races, Appiied to the 
American White Man and Negro. The authors, writing 
pseudonymously, pretended to be Republican supporters of 
the president. Lincoln had just issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, and the two wanted to stir up opposition to 
Lincoln by promoting the idea that Republican and 
abolitionist policies would lead directly to intermarriage—for 


which they proposed the new term “miscegenation.” The 
pamphlet was wildly popular among Democrats, who 
trumpeted it as a revelation of what the dastardly 
Republicans really wanted.^ 

Legal opposition to miscegenation lasted many years. In 
1967, when the Supreme Court finally ruled anti¬ 
miscegenation laws unconstitutional in Loving v. Virginia, 16 
states still had them on the books.^ Even though the laws 
were only sporadically enforced, state legislatures were 
unwilling to rescind them. A number of Southern states 
banned miscegenation in their constitutions. Although 
Loving v Virginia made these provisions unenforceable, the 
language remained until removed by amendment. 

Voters in South Carolina and Alabama expunged the (by 
then illegal) bans only in 1998 and 2000, respectively, but 
substantial minorities in both states voted to keep them: 38 
percent in South Carolina and 41 percent in Alabama. In a 
2002 vote in Oregon to strike out the passage in the 
constitution that banned blacks from even visiting the state, 
nearly 29 percent voted to keep the prohibition.^ 

The racial views of previous generations of Americans 
were shared by whites elsewhere. The British Empire was a 
consciously racial undertaking. As Cecil Rhodes explained, 
“We are the first race in the world, and the more of the world 
we inhabit, the better it is for the human race.”^ Rudyard 
Kipling, often called the poet of empire, wrote passionately 
about race in such poems as “A Song of the White Man,” 
“The Stranger,” “The White Man's Burden,” and “Two Races.” 
It is in “Recessional” that he wrote of “lesser breeds without 
the law,” and the highest compliment he paid Gunga Din 
was to say “An' for all 'is dirty 'ide/'E was white, clear white, 
inside.”^ These are the opening lines of his short story, 
“Beyond the Pale:” “A man should, whatever happens, keep 
to his own caste, race and breed. Let the white go to the 
white and the black to the black.” 


Robert Louis Stevenson's famous collection of poems, A 
Child's Garden of Verses, includes “Foreign Children," in 
which an English child says: 

Little Indian, Sioux or Crow, 

Little frosty Eskimo 

Little Turk or Japanee, 

0! don't you wish that you were me?^^ 

Similar sentiments can be found in other European 
languages. For example, the great Alsatian Protestant 
missionary to Africa, Albert Schweitzer (1875 - 1965) was 
the Mother Theresa of his time, a winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize admired for his saintly qualities. Not long before his 
death, he wrote of Africans: 

They have neither the mental or emotional abilities to equate or share 
equally with White men in any functions of our civilization. I have given 
my life to try to bring unto them the advantages which our civilization 
must offer, but I have become well aware that we must retain this status: 
White the superior, and they the inferior. 

For whenever a White man seeks to live among them as their equals, 
they will destroy and devour him, and they will destroy all his work. . . . 

Never fraternize with them as equals. Never accept them as your social 
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equals or they will devour you. They will destroy you.— 

DIVERSITY 

As we saw in Chapter 2, it is now common to describe 
racial and ethnic diversity as one of America's greatest 
strengths. It is therefore easy to forget that this is a change 
in thinking that dates back only to perhaps the 1970s. For 
most of their history Americans preferred sameness to 
diversity. In 1787, in the second of The Federalist Papers, 
John Jay gave thanks that “Providence has been pleased to 
give this one connected country to one united people, a 
people descended from the same ancestors, speaking the 
same language, professing the same religion, attached to 
the same principles of government, very similar in their 
manners and customs . . . 


Thomas Jefferson was suspicious of the diversity that even 
white immigrants would bring: 

In proportion to their numbers, they will share with us the legislation. 
They will infuse into it their spirit, warp and bias its directions, and render 
it a heterogeneous, incoherent, distracted mass. . . . Suppose 20 millions 
of republican Americans thrown all of a sudden into France, what would be 
the condition of that kingdom? It would be more turbulent, less happy, 
less strong. We believe that the addition of half a million foreigners to our 

present numbers would produce a similar effect here.'^^^ 

Alexander Hamilton shared his suspicions: 

The opinion is . . . correct, that foreigners will generally be apt to bring 
with them attachments to the persons they have left behind; to the 
country of their nativity, and to its particular customs and manners . . . . 
The influx of foreigners must, therefore, tend to produce a heterogeneous 
compound; to change and corrupt the national spirit; to complicate and 

confound public opinion; to introduce foreign propensities.-^^ 

The United States nevertheless did permit immigration, 
but only of Europeans, and they were to turn their backs on 
past loyalties. As John Quincy Adams explained to a German 
nobleman: 'They must cast off the European skin, never to 
resume it."^ 

The immigration laws that were in force until 1965 were a 
continuation of earlier laws written to maintain a white 
majority. However, after passage of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which prohibited racial discrimination in employment 
and accommodation, a racially restrictive immigration policy 
was an embarrassment. The Immigration and Nationality Act 
Amendments of 1965—also known as the Hart-Celler Act- 
abolished national origins quotas and opened immigration 
to all parts of the world.^ 

Its backers, however, emphasized that they did not expect 
it to have much impact. "Under the proposed bill," explained 
Senator Edward Kennedy, "the present level of immigration 
remains substantially the same. Secondly, the ethnic mix 
will not be upset. Contrary to charges in some quarters, it 
will not inundate America with immigrants from any one 
country or area." The senator suggested that at most 62,000 
people a year might immigrate. When President Lyndon 


Johnson signed the bill into law, he also downplayed its 
impact: 'This bill that we sign today is not a revolutionary 
bill. It does not affect the lives of millions. It will not reshape 
the structure of our daily lives . . . 

The backers were wrong. In 1996, for example, there were 
a record 1,300,000 naturalizations^ and perhaps 90 
percent of the new citizens were non-white. Large parts of 
the country are being transformed by immigration. But the 
larger point is that "diversity" of the kind that immigration is 
now said to provide was never proposed as one of the law's 
benefits. No one dreamed that in just 20 years ten percent 
of the entire population of El Salvador would have moved to 
the United States— or that millions of mostly Hispanic and 
Asian immigrants would reduce whites to a racial minority in 
California in little more than 20 years.— 

In 1965—before diversity had been decreed a strength— 
Americans would have been shocked by the prospect of 
demographic shifts of this kind. Whites were close to 90 
percent of the American population, and immigration reform 
would have failed if its backers had accurately predicted its 
demographic consequences. 

CURRENT VIEWS 

Needless to say, what whites now think and say about race 
has undergone a revolution. In fact, it would be hard to find 
other opinions broadly held by Americans that have 
changed so radically. What whites are now expected to think 
about race can be summarized as follows: Race is an 
insignificant matter and not a valid criterion for any purpose 
—except perhaps for redressing wrongs done to non-whites. 
The races are equal in every respect and are therefore 
interchangeable. It thus makes no difference if a 
neighborhood or nation becomes non-white or if white 
children marry outside their race. Whites have no valid 
group interests, so it is illegitimate for them to attempt to 


organize as whites. Given the past crinnes of whites, any 
expression of racial pride is wrong. The displacement of 
whites by non-whites through immigration will strengthen 
the United States. These are matters on which there is little 
ground for disagreement; anyone who holds differing views 
is not merely mistaken but morally suspect. 

By these standards, of course, most of the great men of 
America's past are morally suspect, and many Americans are 
embarrassed to discover what our traditional heroes actually 
said. Some people deliberately conceal this part of our 
history. For example, the Jefferson Memorial has the 
following quotation from the third president inscribed on the 
marble interior: "Nothing is more certainly written in the 
book of fate than that these people [the Negroes] shall be 
free." Jefferson did not end those words with a period, but 
with a semicolon, after which he wrote: "nor is it less certain 
that the two races equally free, cannot live under the same 
government."^ 

The Jefferson Memorial was completed in 1942. A more 
contemporary approach to the past is to bring out all the 
facts and then repudiate historical figures. This is what 
author Conor Cruise O'Brien did in a 1996 cover story for 
The Atlantic Monthly. After detailing Jefferson's views, he 
concluded: 

"It follows that there can be no room for a cult of Thomas Jefferson in 
the civil religion of an effectively multiracial America .... Once the facts 
are known, Jefferson is of necessity abhorrent to people who would not be 
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in America at all if he could have had his way."-^-^ 

Columnist Richard Grenier likened Jefferson to Nazi SS and 
Gestapo chief Heinrich Himmler, and called for the 
demolition of the Jefferson Memorial "stone by stone. 

It is all very well to wax indignant over Jefferson's views 
170 years after his death, but if we expel Jefferson from the 
pantheon where do we stop? Clearly Lincoln must go, so his 
memorial must come down too. Washington owned slaves, 
so his monument is next. If we repudiate Jefferson, we do not 


just change the skyline of the nation's capital, we repudiate 
practically our entire history. 

This, in effect, is what some people wish to do. American 
colonists and Victorian Englishmen saw the expansion of 
their race as an inspiring triumph. Now it is cause for shame. 
“The white race is the cancer of human history," wrote 
Susan Sontag.^ The wealth of America used to be 
attributed to courage, hard work, and even divine 
providence. Now, it is common to describe it as stolen 
property. Robin Morgan, a former child actor and feminist, 
has written, “My white skin disgusts me. My passport 
disgusts me. They are the marks of an insufferable privilege 
bought at the price of others' agony. 

In 1892, the 400th anniversary of the Columbus' discovery 
of the New World was feted as one of history's great 
moments. By 1992, at the time of the 500th anniversary, it 
was common to treat the discovery as the tragic first step in 
a chronicle of despoliation and rapine.^ The tone of apology 
is evident in a University of Oklahoma book, American 
Indian Holocaust and Survival.^ A similar book called 
American Holocaust: Columbus and the Conquest of the 
New World argues that the pioneers were the moral 
equivalents of Nazi mass-murderers.^ 

The US government sponsors a publication called 
Managing Diversity, which is supposed to help federal 
employees work better in an increasingly mixed-race 
workplace. One of its 1997 issues published a front-page 
story called “What are the Values of White People?" The 
author, Harris Sussman, explained that merely to speak of 
whites is “to invoke [a] history and experience of injustice 
and cruelty. When we say 'white people,' we mean the 
people of greed who value things over people, who value 
money over people."^ 

Noel Ignatiev, formerly of Harvard, endorsed such 
sentiments in a publication called Race Traitor, which 


promoted the slogan, 'Treason to whiteness is loyalty to 
humanity." The lead article of the first issue of Race Traitor 
was called "Abolish the White Race—by any Means 
Necessary." By this Prof. Ignatiev did not mean that whites 
should be physically eliminated, only that they should 
"dissolve the club" of white privilege whose alleged purpose 
is to exploit non-whites.^ Christine Sleeter, President of the 
National Association for Multicultural Education, explains 
what whiteness means: "ravenous materialism, competitive 
individualism, and a way of living characterized by putting 
acquisition of possessions above humanity."^ 

In 2000, there were bomb threats and anti-black e-mail at 
the University of Iowa that turned out to be a fake hate 
crime staged by a black woman. Ann Rhodes, a white 
woman who was vice president for university relations was 
surprised: "I figured it was going to be a white guy between 
25 and 55 because they're the root of most evil."^ 

In some circles, all whites are thought to benefit from 
something called "white skin privilege," or undeserved 
advantages that come automatically with being white. Emily 
Hiestand, writing in Atlantic Monthly, made a common 
argument when she bemoaned "the myriad built-in 
affirmative-action programs for white America, all those 
privileges so nearly invisible to many Americans."^ 

In his book. Long Way to Go, Jonathan Coleman wrote 
about attending therapy sessions of a group called Beyond 
Racism. Whites sat in a circle and unpacked "an invisible 
weightless knapsack" that contained no fewer than 44 
"unearned assets" from which all whites unconsciously 
benefit.^ Some of these alleged benefits seem either trivial 
(whites "can choose blemish cover or bandages in 'flesh' 
color") or simply the result of living in a country with a white 
majority ("I can turn on the television or open to the front 
page of the paper and see people of my race widely 
represented").^* Similar exercises are common at the 


“diversity seminars" conducted in American corporations, in 
which whites are reminded of their sins and privileges. 

Columnist Maggie Gallagher has written that she thinks of 
herself as an American, a Catholic, and sometimes an Irish- 
American but adds: 

I hate the idea of being white. ... I never think of myself as belonging 
to the 'white race.' Those who do, in my experience, are invariably second- 
raters seeking solace for their own failures. I can think of few things more 
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degrading than being proud to be white. 

Science writers Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman have 
found that ethnic pride is an important element of self¬ 
esteem for other races but they draw the line at whites: “It's 
horrifying to imagine kids being 'proud to be white'. 

Many intellectuals believe whites are collectively guilty. As 
James Traub of The New Yorker wrote, when it comes to any 
discussion about race, whites must acknowledge that they 
are the offending party: “One's hand is stayed by the 
knowledge of innumerable past hurts and misdeeds. The 
recognition of those wrongs, along with the acceptance of 
the sense of collective responsibility—guilt—that comes with 
recognition is a precondition to entering the discussion 
[about race]."^ 

Joe Klein, in New York Magazine, wrote that any 
conversation about race must begin with a confession: “It's 
our fault; we're racists."^ “Black anger and white surrender 
have become a staple of contemporary racial discourse," 
writes another commentator.^ Most blacks endorse this 
view. James Baldwin wrote that any real dialogue between 
the races requires a confession from whites that is nothing 
less than “a cry for help and healing."^ 

Popular culture casually denigrates whites. Jay 
Blumenfield, an executive producer for the Showtime cable 
network, was working in 2004 on a reality program 
tentatively titled “Make Me Cool," in which a group of blacks 
were to give “hipness makeovers" to a series of “desperately 
dweebie" whites. Why whites? Mr. Blumenfield explained 


that the purpose of the program was to correct 
“uncoolness,” and that “the easiest way to express that is 
they'll be white.Gary Bassell, head of an advertising 
agency that specializes in reaching Hispanics explained that 
“we've been shaped by an American pop culture today that 
increasingly proves that color is cool and white is washed 
out."^ 

Miss Gallagher noted above that there are “few things 
more degrading than being proud to be white." The United 
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) agrees. In 2005, 
it refused to grant a trademark on the phrase “White Pride 
Country Wide." It explained that “the 'white pride' element 
of the proposed mark is considered offensive and therefore 
scandalous." The USPTO has nevertheless trademarked 
“Black Power" and “Black Supremacy," and apparently finds 
nothing scandalous in “African Pride," “Native Pride!" “Asian 
Pride," “Black Pride," “Orgullo Hispano" (Hispanic Pride), 
“Mexican Pride," and “African Man Pride," all of which have 
been trademarked.^ 

The racial sensibilities of whites and blacks often work in 
the opposite direction. In Chapter 4 there is an account of a 
computer-based test designed to uncover unconscious racial 
bias by determining whether subjects more easily associate 
blacks or whites with negative words like “awful," or “bad." 
The testers reported that when whites found they had a bias 
in favor of whites they were embarrassed and humiliated; 
blacks were proud to learn they had a bias in favor of blacks 
(although a slight majority actually had a bias in favor of 
whites).^ 

A few non-whites think the suppression of white racial 
pride has gone too far. David Yeagley is a Comanche Indian 
and former humanities professor at Oklahoma State 
University. He said whites should feel proud of the 
accomplishments of their ancestors, just as he takes pride in 


his. “White guilt," he said, “is the biggest flaw in the 
American psyche."^ 

Although the parameters of American cultural values are 
still largely set by whites, they set them in ways that often 
slight whites. In 2008, researchers at Stanford and the 
University of Maryland asked a sample of 2,000 high school 
students to pick the most famous American heroes who were 
not presidents or first ladies. The top seven were, in order, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. 
Anthony, Benjamin Franklin, Amelia Earhart, and Oprah 
Winfrey.^ A survey of 1,200 students by the American 
Enterprise Institute found that only 43 percent knew the 
Civil War was fought some time between 1850 and 1900, 
but, 97 percent knew Martin Luther King, Jr. gave the “I Have 
a Dream" speech, and 77 percent knew Uncle Tom's Cabin 
“helped end slavery."!^ Nathan Glazer of Harvard reported 
in 1991 that more American 17-year-olds could correctly 
identify Harriet Tubman than either Winston Churchill or 
Joseph Stalin.i^ 

In Clovis, New Mexico, teacher Anne Corsey taught her 
students at Bella Vista Elementary School about Cesar 
Chavez and led them in a year-long campaign to persuade 
the city to rename a nearby street in his honor. Whose name 
had to be taken down? Thomas Jefferson. “We didn't really 
know what Jefferson did," explained Vernon Hunter, age 13. 
“We just knew he was a president. Cesar Chavez inspired 
people who were down."i^ 

People of all other races are recognized as having 
legitimate group interests but not whites, who must not 
band together for any purpose. As the black columnist 
William Raspberry put it, “It's always illegitimate for white 
men to organize as white men."l^ Shelby Steele, another 
black commentator explained further: “[Bjeyond an identity 
that apologizes for white supremacy, absolutely no white 
identity is permissible. In fact, if there is a white racial 






identity today it would have to be white guilt—a shared, 
even unifying, lack of racial moral authority.”!^ It seems 
harsh to require a group to think of itself collectively only for 
the purpose of self-reproach and apology—we even try to 
boost the self-esteem of drunks and criminals—but Mr. 
Steele is accurately describing current thinking. 

The only occasion on which it is acceptable for whites to 
speak collectively as whites is to apologize. In the three 
years leading up to 2008, the state legislatures of Alabama, 
Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Virginia, and Florida 
officially apologized for having permitted slavery.i^ 
Colorado never had slavery, but in 2008 the state officially 
apologized for treating the Indians with “cruelty and 
inhumanity."!^ In June 2009, the United States Senate itself 
unanimously passed a resolution apologizing for slavery and 
segregation.!^ 

The city of Chicago has apologized for slavery.!^ The 
American Medical Association has apologized to black 
doctors.!^ The Aetna insurance company apologized for 
writing life insurance polices on slaves, and the Hartford, 
Connecticut, Courant apologized on its own front page for 
accepting ads for slave sales. !!^ President Bill Clinton 
apologized to Africans for slavery.!!! Virtually every 
Christian denomination has apologized for slavery. 

Whites in other countries apologize. In 2007, London 
mayor Ken Livingstone shed tears as he apologized for the 
city's role in the slave trade.!!! Australia has apologized to 
its aboriginal people,!!! as has Canada.!!^ Queen Elizabeth 
II herself apologized to the Maori in 1995 (but refused to 
apologize to the Boers for the Boer War).!!! There have been 
“reconciliation walks," in which Christians walk through 
Muslim countries asking forgiveness for the Crusades.!!! 

Why all this apologizing? People do not normally 
apologize for things they, themselves, did not do. Whites 
apologize because racism is considered a mortal offense. 















and this is a way to demonstrate opposition to racism. As 
black commentator Shelby Steele points out, for whites to 
have any moral authority they must prove they are not 
racist,and this is an attention-getting way of trying to 
prove moral legitimacy. It is also precisely the kind of 
negative racial identity Mr. Steele prescribes for whites: just 
enough racial consciousness to assume collective guilt for 
things other whites did centuries ago. The same purpose is 
served when whites explain the failures or shortcoming of 
blacks by evoking white racism, past and present. 

There is, of course, no more effective way to encourage 
blacks to hate whites than to remind them constantly of 
slavery and Jim Crow, and to explain to them that the only 
reason they are not more successful is because white people 
persecuted their ancestors and continue to persecute them 
today. As we saw in Chapter 5, many blacks have absorbed 
this lesson very well. Poets and intellectuals fantasize about 
killing whites, and even common criminals justify rape and 
murder as payback for oppression. 

It is obviously bad for race relations for society constantly 
to tell one group that another group brought them low and 
keeps them there, but whites do not do this because they 
want to improve race relations. They do it because they 
want to prove their own virtue, even if it poisons race 
relations and encourages blacks—and now Hispanics—to 
hate whites. 


FADING AWAY 

It would be logical for any group whose only sense of 
identity is the negative one of wickedness and oppression to 
dilute its wickedness by mixing with more virtuous groups. 
This is, upon reflection, exactly what celebrating diversity 
implies. James Carignan, a city councilor in Lewiston, Maine, 
encouraged the city to welcome refugees from the West 
African country of Togo, writing, “We are too homogeneous 



at present. We desperately need diversity." He said the 
Togolese—of whom it was not known whether they were 
literate, spoke English, or were employable—"will bring us 
the diversity that is essential to our quest for excellence."!!^ 
Likewise in Maine, long-serving state's attorney James 
Tierney wrote of racial diversity in the state: "This is not a 
burden. This is essential."!!^ An overly white population is a 
handicap. 

Gwynne Dyer, a London-based Canadian journalist, also 
believes whites must be leavened with non-whites in a 
process he calls "ethnic diversification." He noted, however, 
that when Canada and Australia opened their borders to 
non-white immigration, they had to "do good by stealth" 
and not explain openly that the process would reduce whites 
to a minority: "Let the magic do its work, but don't talk 
about it in front of the children. They'll just get cross and 
spoil it all." Mr. Dyer looked forward to the day when 
politicians could be more open about their intentions of 
thinning out whites.!!^ 

President Bill Clinton was open about it. In his 2000 State 
of the Union speech, he welcomed predictions that whites 
would become a minority by mid-century, saying, "this 
diversity can be our greatest strength."!!! In 2009, before a 
gathering of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee, he again brought up forecasts that whites will 
become a minority, adding that "this is a very positive 
thing."!!! 

David Lawrence, publisher of the Miami Heraid, wrote that 
he hoped to hear the Star Spangied Banner in Spanish 
and Creole. "This country's future, previewed in South 
Florida, is a future of many colors, many faiths, a variety of 
tongues."!!! Harvard University professor Robert Putnam 
says immigrants should not assimilate. "What we shouldn't 
do is to say that they should be more like us," he says. "We 
should construct a new us."— When Marty Markowitz 









became the new Brooklyn borough president in 2002, he 
took down the portrait of George Washington that had hung 
in the president's office for many years. He said he would 
hang a picture of a black or a woman because Washington 
was an "old white man."i^ 

In 2006, Governor Mike Huckabee of Arkansas welcomed 
the arrival in the United States of large numbers of 
Hispanics. He said whites had treated blacks in a "pathetic 
manner," adding, "I think, frankly, the Lord is giving us a 
second chance to do better than we did before."!^ In 2000, 
John Sharp, a former Texas comptroller and senator told the 
state Democratic Hispanic Caucus that whites must step 
aside and let Hispanics govern, "and if that means that some 
of us gringos are going to have to give up some life-long 
dreams, then we've got to do that."i^ 

When Robert Dornan of California was still in Congress, he 
welcomed the changing demographics of his Orange County 
district. "I want to see America stay a nation of immigrants," 
he said. "And if we lose our Northern European stock—your 
coloring and mine, blue eyes and fair hair—tough 
Frank Rich, columnist for the New York Times, appears 
happy to become a minority. He wrote this about Sonya 
Sotomayor's Senate confirmation hearings: 

"[T]his particular wise Latina, with the richness of her experiences, 
would far more often than not reach a better [judicial] conclusion than the 
individual white males she faced in that Senate hearing room. Even those 
viewers who watched the Sotomayor show for only a few minutes could 
see that her America is our future and theirs is the rapidly receding 


It is impossible to imagine people of any other race 
speaking of themselves this way. 

All white nations now have sub-replacement fertility and 
almost all are receiving large numbers of non-white 
immigrants. Many say this should not be a cause for 
concern. Charles A. Price, Australia's senior demographer, 
described in 2000 the change his country was going 







through: “Some people think that a steady replacement of 
Anglo-Celts by other ethnic groups is highly desirable. . . . 
Personally, [replacement] does not worry me . . . Jozef 
Ritzen, Dutch Minister of Education, Culture, and Science, 
explained that “this is the trend worldwide. The white race 
will in the long term become extinct. . . . Apparently we are 
happy with this development. 

Tim Wise is a white person who has lectured on the evils of 
racism on more than 600 college campuses, and the Utne 
Readername^ him one of “25 visionaries who are changing 
your world." In an open letter to white American 
conservatives, he looked forward to the day when whites will 
be outnumbered by other races: 

We just have to be patient. And wait for your hearts to stop beating. 
And stop they will. And for some of you, real damned soon truth be told. 
Do you hear it? The sound of your empire dying? Your nation, as you knew 
it, ending, permanently? Because I do, and the sound of your demise is 

beautiful. 

Whites need not disappear simply through low fertility. 
They can hasten the process through interracial marriage. 
“Amalgamation," or the disappearance of whites through 
miscegenation was the consequence earlier generations of 
Americans most wanted to avoid. Now, it is common to 
propose it as the solution to race problems that refuse to go 
away. Neo-conservative intellectual Normal Podhoretz 
offered it as a solution as early as 1963, writing, “[l]n my 
opinion the Negro problem can be solved in this country in 
no other way."l^ 

“It would be a lot easier if each of us were related to 
someone of another color and if, eventually, we were all one 
color," wrote Morton Kondracke in The New Republic. “In 
America, this can happen."!^ Jon Carroll of the San 
Francisco Examiner agreed: “I think intermarriage may be 
the only way out [of our racial problems]."!^ Ben 
Wattenberg, noting the increase in interracial marriages 
wrote happily, “Does all this mean that as we move into the 








next century race will be much less of an issue? That we will 
all end up bland and blended? That (as I believe) we will 
fulfill our difficult destiny as the first universal nation?"!^ 
Nicholas Kristof wrote in the New York Times that “the 
breakdown of the barriers of love will be a far more 
consequential and transformative kind of integration" than 
anything attempted so far.l^ Douglas Besharov of the 
American Enterprise Institute said intermarriage may be 
"the best hope for the future of American race relations."!^ 
In a recent book, Stephen and Abigail Thernstrom wrote that 
the "crumbling of the taboo on sexual relations between the 
two races [black and white]" is "good news," because it will 
make it impossible to draw racial distinctions.^^ Michael 
Barone, conservative pundit for U.5. News and World Report, 
agrees. "My great wish," he wrote, "is that 50 years from 
now we will be so mixed there will be no more racial 
categories."!^ 

John Miller is a reporter for National Review, long known as 
the foremost conservative magazine in America. He wrote 
that miscegenation is inevitable and will finally put an end 
to group conflict. "Perhaps the best way to undermine the 
ideology of group rights is to permit this natural process of 
assimilation to work its way down the generations as people 
of mixed background marry and have children." "In the 
future," he added, "everyone will have a Korean 
grandmother."!^ 

This appears to be government policy. Robert Groves, head 
of the US Census Department, was looking forward to a large 
increase in the number of Americans who would report 
themselves as "multi-racial" in the 2010 census. "I can't 
wait to see the pattern of responses on multiple races," he 
said. "That'll be a neat indicator to watch."!^ 

Mixing will no doubt greatly improve us. After the election 
of the mixed-race Barack Obama as president, novelist 
Elizabeth Wurtzel wrote in the Wall Street Journal, "Most of 









the multiracial people I know seem more beautiful and 
talented than those of us boring folks who are just one dull 
thing. 

The French appear to feel the same way. In 2000, interior 
minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement said Europe should 
become a place of race-mixing {metissage) and that 
governments should make efforts to persuade Europeans to 
accept this.l^ In 2007, both candidates in the French 
presidential election took the same view. Socialist Segolene 
Royale, said that “miscegenation is an opportunity for 
France," adding that she would encourage immigration and 
would be “president of a France that is mixed-race and 
proud of it." Nicolas Sarkozy, the conservative candidate 
who won the election, said he was proud of “a France that 
understands that creation comes from mixing, from 
openness, and from coming together—I'm not afraid of the 
word—from miscegenation."!^ 

It is common to project contemporary views upon the past. 
George Washington University professor Amitai Etzioni has 
written that people who marry across racial lines are 
“accepting the core American value of openness and living 
up to its tenets."!^Andrew Sullivan, former editor of The 
New Republic has written that “miscegenation has always 
been the ultimate solution to America's racial divisions."!^ 

These two got it wrong. For most of American history, 
miscegenation was the ultimate nightmare for whites. That 
whites should now see it as the ultimate solution to racial 
conflict is a sign not only of how radically our thinking has 
changed but also of how stubborn racial conflict turned out 
to be. Civil rights laws were supposed to usher in a new era 
of racial harmony. To propose now that the only solution to 
racial enmity is to eliminate race itself through 
intermarriage is to admit that different races cannot live 
together in peace. 







Of course, widespread miscegenation would not eliminate 
race; it would eliminate whites. Whites are no more than 17 
percent of the world's population!^ and are having perhaps 
seven percent of the world's children. No one is proposing 
large-scale intermarriage for Africa or Asia. Nor would mixing 
eliminate discrimination. Blacks, South Americans, and 
Asians discriminate among themselves on the basis of skin 
tone even when they are the same race. 

Thomas Jefferson looked forward to the day when whites 
would people the Americas from north to south. Today such 
a view would be universally scorned because it would mean 
the displacement of other populations, but the revolution in 
thinking among today's whites leaves no grounds to argue 
against their own displacement through immigration or 
disappearance through intermarriage. Whites may have a 
sentimental attachment to the notion of a white America, 
but if races are interchangeable that attachment is 
irrational. If the only legitimate group sentiment for whites is 
guilt, perhaps it is only right that they should retreat 
gracefully before the advances of peoples they have 
wronged. 

There could hardly be more striking proof not only of how 
the thinking of whites has changed but how different it is 
from that of every other racial group. All non-whites 
celebrate their growing numbers and influence—just as 
whites once did. Whites—not only in America but around the 
world—cheerfully contemplate their disappearance as a 
distinct people. 



Chapter 9: The Crisis We Face 

Many laws passed by Congress have grandiose names and 
are hailed by their sponsors as far more important than they 
really are. In one case, however, legislators promised little of 
consequence for a law that reshaped the country. The Hart- 
Celler Act of 1965, also known as the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, abolished the national-origins immigration 
quotas set up in 1924 to preserve the European character of 
the American population. 

As we saw in the previous chapter, the promoters of the act 
insisted it would have little effect on the ethnic mix of the 
country, which was then nearly 90 percent white. By 2008, 
however, whites had already fallen to 65 percent of the 
population, and the Census Bureau was predicting they would 
become a minority in 2042^—just 77 years after enactment. 
This would be a more dramatic long-term effect than perhaps 
that of any other legislation passed in the 20th century. 

Post-Hart-Celler immigration has also enormously increased 
the population of the United States, which is the only industrial 
nation that is growing like a developing country. In 2010, the 
population was expanding by about 7,500 people every day— 
nearly three million a year—and immigrants and their children 
accounted for 75 percent of the 27.3 million increase from 
2000 to 2010. Growth at this rate requires enormous amounts 
of new infrastructure, including about 8,000 new schools every 
ten years.^ In 2008, the Census Bureau projected that the 
population would expand from 302 million to 439 million by 
2050, assuming immigration continues at current rates. If 
immigration stopped after 2009, there would be much more 
moderate growth, with the population reaching 345 million 
rather than 439 million. 
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If immigration continues, Hispanics will nearly double their 
share of the population by 2050, increasing from 16 percent to 
30 percent. Their numbers will rise to 130 million, a figure 
equal to the entire US population of 1940. Blacks will increase 
from 14 to 15 percent, and Asians from 5.1 to 9.2 percent.^ 
Whites will be the only group to decline, dropping to 46 
percent by mid-century. The bureau projected an absolute 
decline in the white population, beginning in 2030, when 
deaths of whites were expected to exceed births. Every other 
racial group was projected to increase continually, with their 
numbers augmented by an estimated 1.2 to 2 million 
immigrants every year. The Census Bureau projected virtually 
no white immigration.^ In 2010, whites were already a minority 
in four states: California, Texas, New Mexico, and Hawaii. In 
2009, whites were a minority in about 300 counties—close to 
one in 10.^ Starr County, Texas, was the most heavily Hispanic 
county: 97 percent Latino.^ 
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Because whites are older than other groups and have the 
lowest birthrates, minority status is coming quickly for younger 
age groups. In 2005, whites were 85 percent of the population 
85 and older but just 55 percent of children under age five.^ 

By 2010, white children were a minority in seven states— 
Arizona, California, Hawaii, Maryland, Nevada, New Mexico, and 
Texas—and were poised to become minorities in five more: 
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, New Jersey, and New York.^ That 
same year, 2010, was expected to be the first in which non¬ 
white births would exceed white births, making all white 
children born that year minorities at birth.^^ Nationwide, 
whites were likely to become a minority of the under-18 child 
population by 2023—in just a dozen years—and were expected 
to become a minority of the workforce by 2039. ^ 

The future will therefore be increasingly Hispanic and black. 
What will this mean for the country? Many argue that change 
of this kind is desirable because it will bring more diversity. 
Even if diversity were desirable, no one believes that crime, 
poverty, illegitimacy, and school failure are desirable. Blacks 
have long suffered disproportionately from these problems and 
now, through immigration, the United States has added 
another group—Hispanics—that suffers from them as well. 

Our country has made tremendous efforts to improve 
opportunities for both blacks and Hispanics, but progress has 
been disappointing, and it is not realistic to expect dramatic 
breakthroughs. Americans may even be reaching a point of 
moral and economic exhaustion that makes massive efforts to 
bridge racial gaps less likely than in previous decades. The 
demographic logic is therefore clear. Certain populations suffer 
disproportionately from certain problems. As these populations 
increase, those problems will become more widespread. 

POVERTY 

Blacks and Hispanics are considerably poorer than whites or 
Asians. In 2008, despite the very substantial assistance 
programs that have been available since the 1960s, blacks had 


a median per capita income of just 59 percent that of whites: 
$18,406 as opposed to $31,313 per year. Hispanics, who are 
the fastest-growing racial group in the country, had an even 
lower per capita income of only $15,674 or about half the 
white median.l^ An estimated 97 percent of the day laborers 
working on any given day are Hispanic, and day laborers have 
to work every day to make as much as $15,000 a year. ^ 
Nearly a quarter of Hispanics—23.2 percent—live in poverty, a 
rate close to that of blacks (24.7 percent), and 2.7 times the 
white rate.^ 

Part of the difficulty for immigrant Hispanics is adjustment to 
a new country. Their incomes rise as they become better 
assimilated, but the white/Hispanic gap stops narrowing after 
the second generation. A California study found that first- 
generation Hispanic immigrants who arrived before 1980 were 
making only 56 percent of the average white income even after 
they had been living in the United States for 20 years or more. 
Second-generation Hispanics saw that percentage rise to 79 
percent, but this closing of the gap then slowed greatly, with 
third-generation immigrants earning 81 percent of the wages 
of California whites. By contrast, by the third generation, Asian 
immigrants earned 12 percent more than whites.^^ 

Group differences in wealth are even more striking. The 
median net worth of black households in 2004 (the latest 
figures that were available in 2010) was $8,650, or just 7.6 
percent of the median white household net worth of $113,822. 
The figure for Hispanics was better but also low: $13,375. ^ 
This was not just a matter of adjusting to a new country. 
According to the Pew Hispanic Center, the 2002 median net 
worth of Hispanics who had been in the United States for three 
generations was not much higher than the overall Hispanic 
median ($10,425 versus $7,932).!^ Twenty-six percent of 
Hispanic and 32 percent of black households had negative or 
zero net worths.^ Repeated studies have shown that even 
when they have the same income as whites, blacks and 
Hispanics save less.^^ 


Blacks and Hispanics are less likely than whites to use credit 
and more likely to have been denied credit and therefore have 
no credit rating. Those who do have credit ratings score low: 
The average black credit rating is less than one half, and the 
average Hispanic score is less than three quarters of the 
average white rating. The Asian average is almost exactly the 
same as the white average.^ 

Although Hispanics have the reputation of accepting work 
others will not, in late 2009—in the midst of the recession— 
their unemployment rate of 12.7 percent was 40 percent 
higher than that of whites (9.0 percent), though lower than 
that of blacks (15.4 percent).^ Native-born Hispanics are 
choosier about work than immigrants. Native-born young 
Hispanics were more likely to be unemployed than young 
immigrants (22.6 percent v. 16.7 percent), despite far greater 
familiarity with the United States.^ 

The US poverty rate dropped sharply during the 1950s and 
'60s, but has been growing again since the 1970s. Economist 
Robert J. Samuelson points out that the main reason is 
immigration of poor Hispanics.^ He adds that "only an act of 
willful denial can separate immigration and poverty."^ A study 
by Oakland-based Children Now found that children of 
immigrant families were more than three times more likely than 
children of American-born parents to be poor: 35 percent 
versus 11 percent.^ 

Hispanic households are more likely than blacks to use 
"means-tested" programs, or what we consider welfare. In 
2005, fully half of all Hispanic families used welfare programs 
as opposed to 47 percent for black, and 18 percent for 
whites.^ Welfare use rises from the second to the third 
generation of Mexican immigrants.^ 

The Center for Immigration Studies found that every 
household of illegal immigrants consumed an estimated 
$2,700 more in federal government services in 2002 than it 
paid in federal taxes, adding about $10.4 billion to the deficit. 
The largest federal costs were Medicaid ($2.5 billion), medical 


treatment for the uninsured ($2.2 billion), food assistance 
($1.9 billion), prisons ($1.6 billion), and school aid ($1.4 
billion). These figures do not include state and local spending. 
Non-citizens are ineligible for many forms of welfare. The study 
therefore concluded that if illegal immigrants were legalized, 
their increased welfare use would nearly triple the net federal 
outflow per family from $2,700 a year to $7,700 a year.^ 

Some defenders of immigration claim it will save social 
security. It will not. Immigrants grow old, just like everyone 
else, and many bring their aged parents from their home 
country. They would contribute to the health of social security 
only if their earnings were well above the native average, 
which they are not. A study by the Center for Immigration 
Studies concludes that there is likely to be a Social Security 
payments crunch, but immigration will not be the solution: 
"Americans will simply have to look elsewhere to deal with this 
problem."^ 

In any case, non-whites may not want to support white 
retirees. As Rodolfo Acuna, professor of Chicano studies at 
California State University at Northridge, has put it, "There's a 
growing feeling, 'Why should we pay for all these senior 
citizens if the majority of them are white and all they were 
willing to pay for was prisons?' 

Retirement payments may well fall as the nation's population 
changes. Prichard is a small city on the outskirts of Mobile, 
Alabama. For years, it had been warned that its pension fund 
would run out and it did, exactly as predicted, in 2009. The city 
then broke a state law and stopped writing checks, plunging 
many former city employees into penury. Prichard had many 
problems, but one was demographic. Originally, largely white, 
it lost population and became increasingly black. By the time it 
stopped making pension payments, 84 percent of its 27,000 
residents were black and the city government was 
overwhelmingly black. Many of the retirees it cut off were 
white.^ 

One of the most ominous signs for the future is low high- 
school graduation rates for blacks and Hispanics. In 2007, 93.5 


percent of white and 93.1 percent of Asian 18- to 24-year-olds 
not still in school had a diploma. The figures for blacks and 
Hispanics were 88.8 percent and 72.7 percent, respectively. 
Hispanics were therefore more than four times more likely than 
whites and 2.4 times more likely than blacks to be dropouts.^ 

US-born Hispanics do better than immigrants. However, the 
chances of graduating slightly decrease for the second US-born 
generation, so that in 2007, even third-generation Hispanic- 
Americans had a dropout rate that was 2.3 times the white rate 
and 33 percent higher than the black rate.^ Hispanic dropouts 
are the least likely group eventually to get a General 
Educational Development (GED) credential: just 10 percent as 
opposed to 20 percent for blacks and 30 percent for whites.^ 

Another way to measure dropout rates is to calculate how 
many freshmen get a diploma four years later. In Detroit in 
2006 the figure was an appalling 26.8 percent. Other poor 
performers were Philadelphia: 39.1 percent, Dallas: 40.7 
percent, Los Angeles: 47.7 percent, and Washington, DC: 48.8 
percent.^ 

Hispanics who stay in school have low test scores, and the 
performance gap begins before school age. A nationwide study 
found that already as toddlers, Hispanics trail whites by the 
equivalent of six months in understanding words, speaking in 
sentences, and solving puzzles.^ By fourth grade, blacks and 
Hispanics are two years behind whites and Asians on the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) reading 
test.^ By 12th grade, the average black or Hispanic is reading 
and doing math at the level of the average white 8th-grader. ^ 
There are about 16,000 school districts in the United States, 
but not one has been able to eliminate this gap. Blacks and 
Hispanics score in equivalent ranges, whether they account for 
fewer than 5 percent of a state's student population or more 
than 20 percent.^ 

In 2009, the 95-percent-black Detroit School District placed 
last in the country on the NAEP test. No student scored at the 
"advanced" level, only 3 percent were "proficient," 28 percent 


were "basic," and 69 percent were "below basic." Michael 
Casserly of the Council of the Great City Schools said the 
scores were "just above what one would expect by chance 
alone—as if the kids simply guessed at the answers."^ 

From 2000 to 2004 there was some narrowing of NAEP 
scores, but the racial gap grew wider from 2004 to 2008.^ SAT 
results for the high school class of 2009 showed that the gap 
widened again that year.^ 

There are differences in student behavior. A 2008 Centers for 
Disease Control survey found that 63 percent of black students 
watch three hours or more of television every day, as opposed 
to 43 percent of Hispanics and 27 percent of whites. Hispanic 
students were more likely than blacks or whites to have used 
cocaine, heroin, or ecstasy; to have accepted a ride from a 
drunk driver or to have attempted suicide.^ Despite very 
strong pressure to bring the disparities down, in the nation as a 
whole, black students are three times more likely than white 
students to be suspended and Hispanics are about 1.5 times 
more likely (Asians are suspended at about half the white 
rate).^ 

Hispanics are the group least likely to attend college. In 
2003, 28 percent of Hispanics aged 18 to 24 were enrolled in 
college, compared to 38 percent of blacks and 52 percent of 
whites. Most groups have been increasing their college 
attendance rates, but between 1974 and 2003, rates for 
Hispanic men declined.^ Again, the problem is not simply one 
of adapting to the United States. The college enrollment rate 
for Hispanics drops 17 percent from the second to the third 
generation.^ College graduation rates for US-born Hispanics 
are therefore only slightly better than those for the foreign 
born, and Hispanics who have been in the United States for 
three generations or more are still less likely than blacks to 
graduate from college.^ 

Blacks and Hispanics are even less well represented in 
graduate schools, largely because they do poorly on 
standardized tests for admission. On the major exams—Medical 


College Admissions Test (MCAT), Graduate Record Examination 
(GRE), etc.—the black average score runs from a low at the 
white 10th percentile to a high at the 18th, depending on the 
exam (the average white score would be close to the 50th 
percentile). Average Hispanic scores run from a low at the 19th 
white percentile to a high at the 29th. Both groups are only 
about half as likely as whites to take the tests, so their scores 
reflect the high end of their performance distributions.^ 

In all racial groups, students from wealthy households tend 
to score better than those who are poor, but income does not 
explain group differences. A study by McKinsey and Company 
found that white fourth graders living in poverty scored higher 
—by the equivalent of about half-a-year's instruction—than 
black fourth graders who were not poor.^ These differences 
increase in high school. On the 2009 math and verbal SAT 
tests, whites from families with incomes of less than $20,000 
not only had an average combined score that was 117 points 
(out of 1600) higher than the average for all blacks, they even 
outscored by 12 points blacks who came from families with 
incomes of $160,000 to $200,000.^ 

Educators and legislators have not ignored the problem. The 
race gap in achievement is such a preoccupation that in 2007, 
4,000 educators and experts attended an "Achievement Gap 
Summit" in Sacramento. They took part in no fewer than 125 
panels on ways to help blacks and Hispanics do as well as 
whites and Asians.^ 

Overwhelming majorities in Congress passed the No Child 
Left Behind Act in 2002 to improve student performance and 
bridge achievement gaps. The government budgeted $24.4 
billion for the program for fiscal year 2007,^ and its 
requirements for "Adequate Yearly Progress" have forced 
change on many schools. This is only the latest effort in more 
than 25 years of federal involvement. The result? In 2009, 
Chester E. Finn, Jr., a former education official in the Reagan 
administration, put it this way: "This is a nearly unrelenting 
tale of woe and disappointment. If there's any good news here, 

I can't find it."^ 


RADICAL SOLUTIONS 


Because the achievement gap begins well before school age, 
some education experts propose radical solutions. David J. 
Armor of George Mason University believes professionals 
should take over the rearing of black and Hispanic infants and 
children for several hours a day. He recognizes that mothers do 
not like to be separated from toddlers but wrote that blacks 
and Hispanics should "let others become, in effect, 'surrogate' 
parents who provide the type of care that the parents should 
be providing."^ President Obama was saying much the same 
thing in 2008 when he said government should "make quality, 
affordable early childhood care and education available to 
every American child from the day he or she is born”^ (italics 
added) 

Kym Worthy, a black prosecutor in Wayne County, Michigan, 
which includes Detroit, thinks one way to improve school 
performance is to make sure parents get involved. In 2010 she 
proposed up to three days in jail for parents who repeatedly 
missed parent-teacher conferences.^ 

Black Florida state senator Frederica Wilson blames 
standardized tests. At a 2010 press conference, surrounded by 
dozens of black leaders and educators, she called for the repeal 
of Florida's Comprehensive Assessment Test, or FCAT, which 
requires students to be able to read and do math at a 10th- 
grade level in order to get a standard diploma. She said that 
the test discourages blacks who then drop out.^ 

A non-profit group in Chicago has filed a complaint with the 
US Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights making 
the same claim: Blacks and Hispanics are demoralized and 
drop out because they are more likely than whites to be held 
back in public schools for doing poorly on standardized tests. 
The tests should therefore be eliminated.^ 

In 2006, Noma LeMoine was in charge of closing the 
achievement gap in Los Angeles public schools. She believed 
black children do not do as well as whites because schools do 


not recognize the black style of speaking known as "ebonies," 
which she wanted recognized, along with standard English.^ 

In Atlanta, dozens of teachers were under criminal 
investigation in 2010 for altering answers to improve student 
scores on state standardized tests. A group of prominent black 
pastors held a press conference to denounce what they called a 
"witch hunt," and to explain that teachers were just trying to 
help the children.^ 

The Oklahoma City School district has invested in "hip hop" 
lessons to try to improve black student performance in 
everything from math to social studies. "Old Dead White Men" 
is a history-lesson "rap" that contains lines such as the 
following: 

Andrew Jackson, thinks he's a tough guy./ Killing more Indians than there 
are stars in the sky./ Evil wars of Florida killing the Seminoles./ Saying hello, 
putting Creek in the hell holes./ Like Adolf Hitler he had the final solution./ 
"No, Indians, I don't want you to live here anymore."— 

In heavily non-white schools in New York, Chicago, and 
Washington, DC, experimental programs pay children cash to 
come to school, turn in homework, and get better grades. In 
Washington, in 2009, a program jointly funded by the district 
and Harvard University was paying students as much as $100 
every two weeks.^ A 2008 program paid students at the 81 
percent-non-white Wilby High School in Waterbury, 
Connecticut, $100 for each Advanced Placement test they 
could pass.^ 

At Pima Community College in Tucson, Arizona, only 11 
percent of Hispanic men were getting their two-year degree 
within three years, so a group of private foundations set up a 
program, available only to Latinos, they would pay them 
$1,500 if they stayed in school for the year and used certain 
support services. There were similar cash programs at 
community colleges in New York, Ohio, New Mexico and 
California.^ 

In heavily non-white areas of Los Angeles, the city is trying to 
encourage recycling by awarding points that can be redeemed 
at local stores.^ Doctors at three medical centers in 


Massachusetts are trying to get low-income women to eat more 
fruit and vegetables by giving them "prescriptions" that are 
really coupons for free groceries at local farmers' markets.^ 

Payments of this kind do not appear to be effective. During 
2008, the Council of Urban Professionals paid students in 
certain heavily-minority New York City schools as much as 
$1,000 if they passed AP tests. The number of passing grades 
dropped slightly from the previous year.^ 

In 2007, New York City launched a three-year pilot project 
that paid parents for such things as going to the dentist ($100) 
and holding down a full-time job ($150 a month). Children got 
$25 to $50 a month for regular school attendance and $600 for 
passing certain standardized tests. In 2010, $40 million later, 
the city had such poor results it cancelled the program.^ 

OUR CHANGING SCHOOLS 

Many theories have been advanced to explain racial gaps in 
performance, of which these are the most common: black and 
Hispanic schools do not get enough money, their classes are 
too big, students are segregated from whites, minorities do not 
have enough teachers of their own race. Each of these 
explanations has been thoroughly investigated. Urban schools, 
where non-whites are concentrated, often get more money 
than suburban white schools, so blacks and Hispanics are not 
short-changed in budget or class size. Teacher race has no 
detectable effect on learning (Asians, for example, outperform 
whites regardless of who teaches them), nor do whites in the 
classroom raise or lower the scores of students of other 
races.^* 

Money is not the problem. From the early 1970s to the 2006- 
2007 school year per-pupil spending more than doubled in real 
terms.^ The Cato Institute calculates that when capital costs 
are included, the Los Angeles School District spends more than 
$25,000 per student per year, and the District of Columbia 
spends more than $28,000.^ Neither district gets good results. 


Demographic change can become a vicious cycle: As more 
minorities and immigrants enter a school system average 
achievement falls. More money and effort is devoted to these 
groups, squeezing gifted programs, music and art, and 
advanced placement courses. The better-performing students 
leave, and standards fall further. This cycle helped feed the 
resegregation described in Chapter 1. 

In 2010, the South became the first region in the country 
where more than half of public school students are poor and 
more than half are members of minorities. Other regions will 
follow. Non-whites are expected to become a majority of all 
public school students by 2020, and the share of students poor 
enough to qualify for free or reduced-price lunches is rising in 
every state.^ 

Why do schools not get better results? In 2006, the Los 
Angeles Times published a long report on Birmingham High 
School in Van Nuys, north of downtown Los Angeles. The 
newspaper chose it because it represented the new 
demographics of southern California: Two-thirds of the 4,000 
students were Hispanic, 15 percent were white, and most of the 
rest were black. 

"There's no love of learning," said one teacher, explaining 
that if students do not have it, it cannot be instilled. Another 
teacher described a huge sense of entitlement, with many 
students convinced they deserved passing grades just for 
showing up. Many students' lives were chaotic. They became 
pregnant, they got in trouble with the law, they took drugs. 
Parents became sick or died, sometimes violently. A boyfriend 
might be killed in a shootout. When friends dropped out, it was 
a great temptation to follow them. There was constant racial 
tension between Hispanics, Armenians, and blacks. 

Birmingham had a full-time truant officer, whose job was to 
try to keep students in school. He spent the day calling the 
parents of absent students, often to find the phone was 
disconnected or the number he had was wrong. If he drove to a 
student's address, he often found the family had moved or had 
never even lived there.^ 


It was with considerable hope, therefore, that Los Angeles 
opened a new, model high school in July 2005 that was to help 
solve these problems. It had a heated pool, a ballet studio, a 
fully-equipped chefs kitchen, and shiny new computers, all 
divided into five "learning communities" of 600 to 700 
students who would have a sense of belonging. In its first nine 
months. South LA Area High School No. 1 was tops in the 
district in violent crimes. There were so many fistfights in the 
restrooms that classrooms were locked during class and adults 
escorted students to the restroom. Lunchtime riots in 
December 2005 resulted in 34 arrests and sent 10 students to 
the hospital. The halls of the school were decorated with 
posters that pointed to the source of most of the violence: 
"Black and Brown = Peace." The Los Angeles Times headlined 
its article, "Chaos Reigns at a Model School."^ 

At Intermediate School 172 in Harlem, all students go 
through metal detectors, but classrooms are still dangerous. "I 
have told teachers to lock their [classroom] doors for their 
personal safety," explained Sandy Haiman, who trained 
teachers at the school. "I have to wear earplugs—that's how 
bad the noise level is."^ 

In November 2004, at Stetson Middle School in Philadelphia, 
an 11-year-old Hispanic student dragged another sixth-grade 
boy into a hallway and raped him.^ That same week, police 
charged a 12-year-old boy at a West Philadelphia elementary 
school with forcing an eight-year-old girl to give him oral sex. 
During the 2003/2004 school year, Philadelphia public school 
students committed 310 indecent assaults, 56 indecent 
exposures, 10 rapes or attempted rapes, and 86 other acts of 
sexual misconduct. Nearly a third of these incidents were in 
elementary schools.^ 

In Chicago, during the 2008/2009 school year, 37 public 
school students were shot dead. In 2009, the head of the 
district announced a $30-million-a-year profiling plan—on top 
of the $55 million a year it already spent on school security—to 
identify and protect students who are most likely to be shot. 
The school district had also located the most dangerous gang 


boundaries children must cross on their way to school and 
assigned extra parent and police patrols.^ Despite these 
efforts, five Chicago school children were killed in the first 
three weeks of the 2009/2010 school year.^ 

Many urban schools have "anger management programs." In 
2004, ninth graders at Woodlawn High School in Baltimore 
attended an assembly on how to solve problems without 
fighting. As students on stage acted out non-violent solutions, 
girls in the audience got into fistfights, and the audience of 
750 erupted in chaos. Police arrived and arrested two students. 
All Baltimore schools teach anger management.^ 

Teachers face terrible conditions. Ray Culberson, director of 
youth services for the San Bernardino School District in 
California, said teachers must desensitize their personal "fuck 
you meters," by which he meant teachers must get used to 
being sworn at, especially by students from "difficult 
backgrounds." He said he can tolerate about 100 "fuck you"s a 
day, and warned that anyone with a low tolerance could not 
handle the job. He called his approach the "new 
professionalism."^ 

At heavily-black James Gholson Middle School in Prince 
George's County, Maryland, the only way to control food fights 
and brawls in the cafeteria was to require complete silence at 
lunch. Principal Jeffrey J. Parker sat on a stage, ordering anyone 
who spoke to stand against the wall.^ Prince George's is the 
wealthiest and best educated majority-black county in the 
nation. 

Denver, Colorado, has so many pregnant and new-mother 
students that it has set up a special school for them, Florence 
Crittenton School, but it has a long waiting list for places.^ 

Some schools cannot attract teachers. Los Angeles offers a 
$5,000 bonus to teachers who are willing to work at its worst 
schools, and in 2009, Guilford County, North Carolina, was 
offering bonuses of up to $10,000 in certain schools. "It's 
challenging to teach in these high-needs schools," said Mark 
Jewell, president of the local teachers union. "These new 
teachers will have a trial by fire, and then it'll be a revolving 


door." The National Commission on Teaching and America's 
Future says teacher turnover has never been higher; nearly 
half of all new teachers are gone after five years.^ 

Immigration affects schools. A report by the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform found that from 1995 to 2005, 
the number of children in public schools listed as Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) rose by some 1.2 million to 
approximately 4.5 million. The annual bill for extra help in 
English was more than $4 billion. Between 1995 and 2005, 11 
states saw their LEP enrollments double, while eight saw them 
triple.^ 

The local effect can be dramatic. In Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
the number of immigrant school children rose 829 percent in 
the 10 years to 2004, and the 4,000-student district had to use 
26 trailers for new classrooms.^ In the 10 years from 1997 to 
2007, the schools in Dodge City, Kansas went from 70 percent 
white to 25 percent white, and the city found itself with a 
serious gang and drugs problem.^ 

In the early 1970s, whites outnumbered Hispanics six to one 
in the public schools of San Diego County, California. By 2002, 
Hispanics were in the majority, and academic standards had 
plummeted. Ed Brand, in charge of boosting Hispanic 
performance, did not expect much change. "It's no longer 
Latinos or Hispanics entering the mainstream," he said. "They 
are the mainstream."^ 

CONSEQUENCES FOR WHITES 

As whites cease to be the mainstream, their interests become 
less important. In 2008, the College Board, the New York-based 
non profit that administers Advanced Placement (AP) tests, 
announced it was dropping AP courses and exams in Italian, 
Latin literature, and French literature. Blacks and Hispanics are 
not interested in those subjects, and they were the groups the 
College Board wanted to reach.^ 

In Berkeley, California, the governance council for the school 
district came up with a novel plan for bridging the racial 


achievement gap: eliminate all science labs, fire the five 
teachers who run them, and spend the money on 
"underperforming" students. The council explained that 
science labs were used mainly by white students, so they were 
a natural target for cuts.^ 

Many schools have slashed enriched programs for gifted 
students because so few blacks and Hispanics qualify for them. 
Evanston Township High School in Illinois prides itself on 
diversity and academic excellence but, like so many others, is 
dismayed that the two do not always go together. In 2010 it 
eliminated its elite freshman honors courses in English because 
hardly any blacks or Hispanics met the admission criteria. The 
honors biology course was scheduled for elimination the next 
year.^ 

As noted in Chapter 1, many whites flee from diversity, but a 
few welcome it. Joe and Jessica Sweeney of Peoria, Illinois, had 
been sending their children to private school but decided the 
multi-racial experience of public school would be valuable. 
After the switch, their eight-year-old son and nine-year-old 
daughter were taunted with racial slurs, and became 
withdrawn. One day, a black student threatened to kill the girl 
with a box cutter. The same day, the boy showed his parents a 
large bruise he got when he was knocked down and called 
"stupid white boy." The school reacted with indifference. The 
Sweeneys sent their children back to private school."^ 

Fourteen-year-old James Tokarski was one of a handful of 
whites attending Bailly Middle School in Gary, Indiana, in 
2006. Black students called him "whitey" and "white trash" 
and repeatedly beat him up. They knocked him unconscious 
twice. The school offered James a "lunch buddy," to be with 
him whenever he was not in class, but his parents took him out 
of Bailly. The mother of another white student said it was 
typical for whites to be called "whitey" or "white boy," and to 
get passes to eat lunch in the library rather than face hostile 
blacks in the lunch room.^ 

On Cleveland's West Side, ever since court-ordered busing 
began in the 1970s, blacks and Hispanics have celebrated May 


Day by attacking whites. In 2003, Elsie Morales, a Puerto Rican 
mother of two, told reporters that when she took part in May 
Day violence as a student in the 1970s she justified it as 
payback for white oppression. Her daughter Jasmine said it was 
still common to attack whites: "It's like if you don't jump this 
person with us, you're a wimp and we'll get you next."^ 

In the late 1990s, whites were 41 percent of students in 
Seattle public schools, blacks were 23, and the rest were 
Hispanic and Asian. In 1995 and 1999, schools conducted 
confidential surveys about racial harassment. In both years, a 
considerably larger percentage of white than black students 
complained of racial taunts or violence. Only an "alternative" 
newspaper reported the findings, and school representatives 
refused to discuss them.^ 

White faculty may feel unwelcome in today's schools. 
"Whites feel uncomfortable talking about it," said a white 
teacher in the Los Angeles School District, "but we wouldn't 
encourage our kids to become teachers in this district, because 
they wouldn't be given a fair shot. . . . You're not wanted 
here."^ 

Elizabeth Kandrac was a white teacher in largely black 
Brentwood Middle School in North Charleston, South Carolina. 
Her students routinely called her "white bitch," "white mother¬ 
fucker," "white cunt," and "white ho." When she complained, 
black administrators told her this was black culture and that if 
she couldn't handle it she should work elsewhere. During a 
2007 trial against the school for creating a racially hostile 
workplace, the school argued that this was the language 
children heard at home and that it was beyond the school's 
control. They may well be right, but Miss Kandrac still received 
a settlement of $200,000.^ 

THE WORKFORCE 

An increasingly black and Hispanic workforce will be less 
productive. In recent times, American workers have been the 
best educated in the world; 85 percent of adult Americans are 


high school graduates, up from just 25 percent in 1940. 
Twenty-eight percent have a college degree, a fivefold increase 
since 1940. Better education helped raise real average per 
capita income in the United States 40 percent between 1980 
and 2000.^ 

The rise in incomes is forecast to reverse as aging white 
workers retire and blacks and immigrants take their places. The 
Educational Testing Service (ETS) predicts a drop in reading 
and math ability in all states. Senior Researcher Irwin Kirsch 
says that because of an increasingly non-white and immigrant 
workforce "we have the possibility of transforming the 
American dream into the American tragedy." He warns of a 
threat, not just to our standard of living, but to the very 
concept of democracy based on an informed middle class. 
Andrew Sum of Northeastern University in Boston helped the 
ETS in its research. "There is no time that I can tell you in the 
last hundred years" when literacy and numeracy have 
declined, he says, "but if you don't change outcomes for a wide 
variety of groups, this is the future we face."^ 

California will be particularly hard hit because of its large 
Hispanic population. During the 2009-2010 school year, almost 
50.4 percent of the state's public school students were 
Hispanic; only 27 percent were white.l^ Nearly three quarters 
of the 700,000 children in the Los Angeles Unified School 
District were Hispanic.!^ The National Center for Public Policy 
and Higher Education predicts that by 2020 the average per 
capita income for the nation as a whole will have fallen by two 
percent, with the biggest loss for any state in California: 10.8 
percent.i^ "The implication of these trends is really stark," 
said Patrick Callan, president of the center.^®^ 

According to a 2007 report from the Migration Policy 
Institute, an estimated 400,000 legal immigrants and 350,000 
illegal immigrants to California were illiterate in their native 
languages, and certainly in English.l^ This contributed to the 
fact that for the first time in its history, California is suffering a 
decline in literacy. In 2003, its adult illiteracy rate of 23 percent 






—up 50 percent over a decade—made it the most illiterate 
state.i^ It is also the state with the highest proportion of non- 
English-speakers; 53 percent of working-age residents in Los 
Angeles County have trouble reading street signs or filling out 
a job application in English.!^ 

In 1970, California had the seventh-best-educated work force 
of all the states, in terms of the number of workers with high- 
school diplomas. By 2008, it ranked last: one in six workers 
were high-school dropouts. Immigration was the single largest 
reason for the decline, since immigrants were six times more 
likely than natives to be dropouts.^^ 

In 2009, the California Dropout Research Project at UC Santa 
Barbara estimated that because dropouts commit more crime 
than students who stay in school, they cost the state of 
California $1.1 billion annually in law enforcement and victim 
costs while they are still minors.^ 

Texas faces similar problems. State demographer Steve H. 
Murdock notes that if immigration continues, the Texas public 
schools will be 80 percent minority by 2040, up from 57 
percent in 2000. He calculates that if black and Hispanic 
graduation rates do not improve, by 2040 Texans will see real, 
average per capita income fall by $6,500. Pia Orrenius, an 
economist with the Federal Reserve who has studied Hispanics 
in Texas, notes that Hispanics are not paid less than whites 
because of discrimination. "They're paid less because they 
have less education." These experts warn of the prospect of a 
permanent Hispanic underclass of crime, poverty and other 
social problems.i^ 

For the nation as a whole, McKinsey and Company estimates 
that if black and Hispanic students had been able to close the 
achievement gap in 1998, ten years later American GDP would 
have been up to half-a-trillion dollars greater. 

A recent Harvard University Press book reaches stark 
conclusions: "With no evidence of an imminent turnaround in 
the rate at which Latino students are either graduating from 
high school or obtaining college degrees, it appears that both a 
regional and national catastrophe are at hand." The authors 








conclude that without a change in course our "very democracy 
is at peril. 

The US is slipping badly in comparison with other developed 
countries. The Educational Testing Service (ETS) has analyzed 
the results of the International Adult Literacy Survey (lALS), 
which measures the math and verbal abilities of adults in the 
20 richest countries. The United States ranked 12th out of 20; 
Australia and Belgium are among the countries that score 
better. However, if blacks, Hispanics, and immigrants are 
excluded from the American results, performance rises from 
12th on both tests to second highest in reading and 5th in 
math.ii^ Likewise, the oldest Americans (56 and older) came in 
second in reading while younger Americans, those 26-35 and 
16-25 years old, ranked only 11th and 14th, respectively. The 
oldest age groups—the ones with the most whites—do the best 
while the youngest groups with the fewest whites do worst.n^ 

Student scores fit the same pattern. Every three years, the 
OECD's Program for International Student Assessment tests the 
abilities of 15-year-olds in many different countries. American 
scores have been steadily declining. In 2006, the United States 
ranked 29th on the science/math ability scale, behind Latvia 
and Croatia. However, if the scores only of whites were 
considered, the US ranked 10th, in the company of Japan, Hong 
Kong, and New Zealand. Hispanics-only scores fall to 40th, and 
blacks-only scores to 50th, just ahead of Indonesia.l^^ 
American scores are worse than they seem. By age 15, many of 
the worst-performing students have dropped out, which means 
those who are tested are not a fully representative sample. 

CRIME 

For as long as statistics have been kept, blacks have had 
higher crime rates than whites. Containing crime is one of the 
top priorities of any society, so it is perplexing that the United 
States has added to its crime problem through immigration. 
Hispanics, who have been by far the most numerous post-1965 






immigrant group, commit crimes at rates lower than blacks but 
higher than whites. 

Some people claim that all population groups commit crimes 
at the same rates, and that racial differences in incarceration 
rates reflect police and justice system bias. This view is wrong. 
The US Department of Justice carefully tracks murder, which is 
the violent crime for which racial data on victim and 
perpetrator are most complete. In 2005, the department noted 
that blacks were six times more likely than whites to be victims 
of murder and seven times more likely to commit murder.li^ 

There are similar differences for other crimes. The United 
States regularly conducts a huge, 100,000-person crime study 
known as the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), in 
which Americans are asked to describe the crimes of which 
they have been victim during the year, and to indicate race of 
perpetrator. NCVS figures are therefore a reliable indication of 
the racial distribution of violent criminals. The National 
Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) is another huge 
database that records the races of all suspects reported to the 
police as well as those arrested by police. Both these data sets 
prove that blacks commit a vastly disproportionate amount of 
violent crime. In fact, blacks are arrested less frequently than 
would be expected from reports by crime victims of the race of 
perpetrator. Racial differences in arrest rates reflect racial 
differences in crime rates, not police bias.i^^ 

Justice Department figures show that blacks commit crimes 
and are incarcerated at roughly 7.2 times the white rate, and 
Hispanics at 2.9 times the white rate. (Asians are the least 
crime-prone group in America, and are incarcerated at only 22 
percent of the white rate.) Robbery or "mugging" shows the 
greatest disparities, with blacks offending at 15 times and 
Hispanics at just over four times the white rate. 

There are practically no crimes blacks and Hispanics do not 
commit at higher rates than whites, whether it is larceny, car 
theft, drug offenses, burglary, rape, or alcohol offenses. Even 
for white-collar crimes—fraud, racketeering, bribery/conflict of 
interest, embezzlement—blacks are incarcerated at three to 




five times the white rate, and Hispanics at about twice the 
white rate.^* 

Racial differences in crime rates are such an embarrassment 
they can interfere with law enforcement. In 2010 the Greater 
Cleveland Regional Transit Authority had a problem with scores 
of young people openly beating fares—which cuts into revenue 
and demoralizes other riders. It considered a crackdown, but 
decided against it. The scoff-laws were overwhelmingly black, 
and the transit authority did not have the stomach to take any 
action that would fall heavily on minorities.^i^ 

Some Hispanics assimilate more readily to the criminal 
subculture than to the mainstream. Native-born Hispanics 
between the ages of 15 to 26 are 1.5 times more likely than 
young immigrant Hispanics to be incarcerated, and twice as 
likely to have carried a weapon or to have been threatened 
with one. They are twice as likely to have ties to a gang or to 
have been in a fight.n^ US-born Hispanic high-school dropouts 
are more than eleven times more likely to be incarcerated than 
Hispanic dropouts who immigrated to the United States.^^ 

High crime rates produce tragic outcomes. "Another 'Super 
Safe Sunday' Ends in Violence," read a 2005 headline from 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Super Safe Sunday is a series of 
entertainments geared to young blacks to keep them off the 
streets and prevent violence. Unfortunately, large gatherings 
of blacks produce the very violence the authorities want to 
stop.^ 

In 2006, the city of Oakland planned a "Get Hyphy [sic] 
Against Violence" rap concert to condemn recent killings. At 
the last minute the city canceled the program of music, dance, 
free food, and anti-violence speeches for fear that a crowd of 
young blacks—even one gathered for the purpose of 
denouncing violence—could not be controlled.!^ 

At its worst, crime turns parts of our country into what one 
journalist calls "budding Mogadishus," named after the capital 
of Somalia where, for years, there has been no government: 

L.A.'s hot zones are tiny, intensely dangerous areas where nothing works, 
where law has broken down and mainstream institutions simply fail. Places 








where mail carriers and meter readers balk when the bullets fly. Where 
paramedics and firefighters are hesitant to enter because of the crossfire. 
Where police officers go in only heavily reinforced or with helicopters . . . 

Race is part of it. According to one calculation of homicide 
victimization rates for men, ages 15 to 29, Hispanics in Los 
Angeles are killed at seven times the white rate and blacks at 
21 times the white rate.l^ Hardly any are killed by whites. 

Calling these places "Mogadishus" may be an insult to the 
Somalis. When CNN compiled a list of the ten most dangerous 
cities in the world in 2010, Mogadishu was not on it. Detroit 
and New Orleans were—in third and fourth places, after 
Baghdad and Caracas and ahead of Kinshasa and Beirut.i^ 

Much of the crime is gang related. Heather Mac Donald of the 
Manhattan Institute has studied the spread of Hispanic gangs: 

In Chicago, gangs start recruiting kids at age nine, .... The result is a 
community in thrall. Non-affiliated children fear traveling into unknown 
neighborhoods and sometimes drop out of school for lack of protection. Adults 
are just as scared. 

. . . Ernesto Vega, a 19-year-old Mexican illegal who grew up in New York 
City, estimates that most 12- to 14-year-old Mexicans and Mexican-Americans 
in New York are in gangs for protection. "If you're Mexican, you can't go to 
parties by yourself," he says. . . . But if it's 20 of you, and 20 of them, then 

it's OK. 

A 2009 report by the US Justice Department's National Gang 
Intelligence Center estimated that criminal gangs had more 
than 1 million members—an increase of 200,000 since 2005— 
and, in some communities, accounted for up to 80 percent of 
the crime.l^ By one count, Los Angeles County had more than 
714 gangs and 80,000 gang members—one for every 100 
residents.^ 

One of the most notorious gangs is MS-13, which originated 
in El Salvador. Initiation rites may require shooting a member 
of the rival Salvadoran gang SWP-18, and members are famous 
for unprovoked violence. "We get Bloods and Crips who tell us, 
'Why don't you do something about those MS-13 guys—they're 
crazy!' " explained Jason Robles of the Long Island anti-gang 
taskforce. One member, outnumbered by Bloods ten-to-one in 
a prison holding cell, bit one in the face just to show his 
contempt for them.^^ 








The rise of gangs means crimes are harder to solve. Despite 
the use of DNA analysis and other modern techniques, the 
homicide clearance rate, or percentage solved, has declined 
steadily from 91 percent in 1963—the first year national 
records were kept—to 61 percent in 2007. Police say this is 
because there are so many anonymous drug- and gang-related 
killings. These crimes are harder to solve than murders with 
traditional motives in which murderer and victim know each 
other.l^ 

Crime has a gruesome side-benefit: military medics get 
realistic combat training at city emergency rooms. Since 2001, 
the Army has trained medics at Jackson Memorial Hospital in 
downtown Miami, where they see gunshot wounds and 
stabbings, and often have to work through interpreters. "That's 
exactly what we're going to see over there [in Iraq]," explained 
Army medic Joshua McCann. The Navy and Air Force also train 
medics in city hospitals.i^ 

Gangs are moving into such areas as Westchester and Suffolk 
counties in New York, and rural parts of North Carolina and 
Virginia, where police have no experience with organized 
crime, and do not know how to respond.^^ The Pocono 
Mountains of northeastern Pennsylvania are a traditional 
getaway from New York and Philadelphia, but are now 
colonized by black and Hispanic gangs. By 2006, there were 61 
confirmed or suspected gang members in local jails.i^ 

Likewise in 2006, military commanders in Iraq reported 
seeing gang graffiti on military buildings and vehicles.i^ The 
armed forces had to lower standards to get people to fight in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and by 2009, an estimated two percent 
of recruits were gang members.^^ 

Employees of the office-supplies retailer. Staples, wear red 
polo shirts, but at several of its 190 stores in California the 
company had to change its color. Gangs claimed red was their 
color, and attacked employees.!^ 

Gangs have a powerful attraction for some middle-class 
children. Mawuli Malcolm Davis, an Atlanta defense lawyer who 









has gang members as clients, partly blames the media¬ 
generated "thug culture," but notes that for a middle-class 
black who joins a gang, "It is almost like a kid who is 
embarrassed by his privilege, trying to show he is as hard as 
those guys." Atlanta detention officer Bruce Griggs says gangs 
"used to be a 'hood problem;' now it's everybody's 
problem."!^ 

It is not everybody's problem; gangs are overwhelmingly a 
black and Hispanic problem. Hispanics are nearly 19 times 
more likely than whites to be members of youth gangs, and 
blacks are 15 times more likely. Asians are nine times more 
likeiy.138 According to CAL/GANG, the California Department of 
Justice's gang database, Los Angeles County had 39,032 gang 
members; only 1.4 percent were white.l^ In Dallas, Texas, the 
gang unit does not even have a category for white gangs. Fifty- 
nine percent were Hispanic, 39 percent were black, and 2 
percent were "other," including Asians.!^ 

Gangs are changing what it means to grow up in America. 
The US Census Bureau found that no fewer than 34 percent of 
black children and 37 percent of Hispanic children are kept 
indoors by their parents for fear of violence in their 
neighborhoods. The figure for white children was 13 percent, 
and the Census Bureau did not explain whether they feared 
violence from whites or non-whites.^^ 

Most Americans can name a few black or Hispanic gangs. If 
pressed to name a white gang, they may mention the Aryan 
Brotherhood, but this is strictly a prison gang. It was formed by 
white prisoners mainly to defend against blacks and Hispanics, 
many of whom enter prison as members of established gangs 
and therefore have built-in protective networks. The Aryan 
Brotherhood has virtually no presence outside prison walls.^ 

It is sobering to visit the websites for the FBI and various 
state police agencies and look at the photographs of the "most 
wanted" criminals. There is a huge preponderance of blacks 
and Hispanics, and sometimes not a single picture of a white 
criminal. 








The Hispanic gang problem is increasingly serious for three 
reasons: our proximity to Mexico, our porous southern border, 
and our burgeoning Hispanic population. The Justice 
Department's National Drug Intelligence Center lists 230 
American cities in which Mexican drug cartels maintain 
distribution hubs. Mexicans can now dominate the trade 
because, as the Atlanta chief of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration put it in 2009, there are so many Hispanics in 
so many parts of the country that traffickers can "blend in in 
plain sight. 

Ninety percent of the cocaine sold in the United States 
comes through Mexico and is distributed by Mexican 
traffickers. Mexican poppies supply most of the heroin on the 
American market.l^ American police stamped out the 
methamphetamine laboratories that were once common in 
California, but the industry moved to Mexico, which now 
supplies an estimated 80 percent of the American market.l^ 

When improved enforcement stopped huge shipments of 
marijuana coming in from Mexico, growers moved operations 
across the border. They clear remote areas in American national 
parks, plant marijuana, and recruit Mexicans to grow it. 
Mexican marijuana farmers are suspected of starting the La 
Brea fire that burned more than 88,000 acres of the Los Padres 
National Forest northwest of Los Angeles in 2009. That 
summer, federal agents seized nearly $55 million worth of 
marijuana in national parks in California, Colorado, and 
Idaho.^ The US Forest Service asks campers to report 
suspicious, Spanish-speaking people who appear to be "long¬ 
term campers," but Hispanic advocacy groups oppose what 
they call "racial profiling. 

In Mexico itself, the drug cartels now appear to have more to 
fear from each other than from the authorities. Mexican 
President Felipe Calderon vowed to control the narcotics trade 
when he took office in December 2006, but by the summer of 
2010, it was estimated that an astonishing 28,000 people had 
been killed on both sides of the drug war.i^ Most of the killing 
took place in seedy places like Tijuana where, in a single day in 








2009, gunmen ambushed and killed seven policemen and 
wounded three others.^ 

No place is immune, however. In June 2009, there was a two- 
hour gun fight in the hotel district of Acapulco. Tourists 
cowered in their rooms as gunmen sprayed bullets and threw 
some 50 grenades at army troops.^ In early 2011, the drug 
wars killed 31 people in just four days in the Pacific resort city, 
including two policemen gunned down in front of tourists in the 
main hotel district. The killings also set a record for the largest 
single group of headless bodies: 14. The previous record of 12 
was set in 2008 outside the Yucatan capital of Merida.^^ 

In August 2010, members of the Beltran Leyva cartel hung 
the decapitated, mutilated bodies of four rivals from a bridge in 
Cuernavaca, a popular weekend getaway for residents of 
Mexico City.l^ 

Parts of Mexico have become so lawless that citizens escape 
to the United States. Between 2008 and 2010 at least 30,000 
Mexicans were estimated to have fled the violence of Ciudad 
Juarez to El Paso, Texas, just across the Rio Grande. So many 
people have abandoned nearby El Porvenir and Guadalupe 
Bravos that they were said to resemble ghost towns. In the 
early days of the drug wars, it was mostly journalists, police, 
and officials who feared for their lives, but by 2010 it was 
ordinary people.l^ During a single weekend in November 

2010, at least 20 people were killed in Ciudad Juarez.l^ Drug 
criminals and police have shot it out so close to US territory 
that stray bullets have hit and damaged the El Paso city 
hall.i^ 

In the four years from 2006 to 2010, more than 30 journalists 
were killed or disappeared, and a Mexican group called the 
Committee to Protect Journalists reports "vast self-censorship" 
because writers and editors fear for their lives. A tragic 
example of this was a 2010 front-page open letter to the drug 
cartels published by E! Diario, the Ciudad Juarez newspaper, 
after several of its journalists were killed: "Explain to us what 
you want from us," the letter said. "What are we supposed to 









publish or not publish, so we know what to abide by? You are at 
this time the de facto authorities in this city . . . Ciudad 
Juarez is no whistle stop; before the current exodus it was a city 
of 1.4 million people. 

The state of Tamaulipas, which shares 230 miles of border at 
the other end of Texas, was also tipping into anarchy by 2010. 
Cartel gunmen had their own checkpoints on highways, and 
had run the Mexican national oil company off of several gas 
fields. They had silenced newspapers and television 
broadcasters. In the summer of 2010, the candidate who was 
likely to win the governor's election was shot dead in broad 
daylight along with his four bodyguards in the state capital of 
Ciudad Victoria. In November, 660 Mexican special forces men 
fought 300 Gulf Cartel gunmen in a 10-hour battle in the 
streets of Matamoros. Just across the river, the University of 
Texas at Brownsville canceled classes for fear of stray 
bullets.i^ 

Mexico has one of the highest rates of kidnapping in the 
world, and Mexicans have brought the practice to border 
regions of the United States.^^ In 2006, Americans living in 
south Texas were estimated to have as high a chance of being 
kidnapped as residents of Mexico.^^ During 2008, the Phoenix 
police department was aware of 359 kidnappings—more than 
one a day—and 300 home invasions. Mexican criminals mainly 
target Hispanics, whom they consider less likely to call the 
police.i^ Mexico is also a convenient ditching point for stolen 
goods. Every year, an estimated 200,000 cars stolen in the 
United States disappear into Mexico.^^ 

The worst Mexican criminals often disappear the same way 
because they know they will not be extradited. Mexico claims 
that because it does not have the death penalty it has no 
obligation to extradite criminals who might face death in the 
United States. In 2004, California prosecutors complained that 
Mexico refused to extradite 360 people who had committed 
murder or other serious crimes in the state and had fled to 
Mexico. That year, the attorneys general of all 50 states joined 
in a petition to the federal government, asking for help in 








persuading the Mexican authorities to extradite criminals—to 
no avail.i^ 


CORRUPTION MOVES NORTH 

Corruption is widespread in Latin America, especially in 
Mexico. In 2005, for example, federal authorities arrested 700 
of the 1,200 police officers in Nuevo Laredo for suspected 
collaboration with drug cartels.!^ Police corruption was so bad 
in Tijuana that in 2007, soldiers and federal police disarmed 
the entire 2,000-man police force. They made officers patrol 
the tourist district with slingshots instead of pistols.^^ 

What does this mean for us? Linder the headline, "Bribe 
Culture Seeps Into South Texas," the Houston Chronicle 
described how payoffs have become common, everywhere from 
school districts to building inspections to municipal courts. The 
bribe—/a mordida—as a way of life is moving north. Anthony 
Knopp, who teaches border history at the University of Texas at 
Brownsville, said that as America becomes more Hispanic, 
"corruption will show up here, naturally. 

The same thing is happening in California. Small towns south 
of Los Angeles, such as South Gate, Lynwood, Bell Gardens, 
Maywood, Huntington Park, and Vernon were once white 
suburbs but have become largely Hispanic. They have also 
become notorious for thieving, bribe-taking politicians. Mayors, 
city council members, and treasurers have paraded off to jail. 
"When new groups come to power, and become entrenched ... 
then they tend to rule it as a fiefdom," explained Jaime 
Regalado, of California State University, Los Angeles.^^ 

Maywood, which was 96 percent Hispanic by 2010, was so 
badly run it lost insurance coverage and had to lay off all its 
employees. The California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 
(JPIA), composed of more than 120 cities and other public 
agencies to share insurance costs, declared the Maywood 
government too risky to insure. It was the first time in its 32- 
year history that the JPIA had ever terminated a member.It 
has been reported that black elected officials are 5.3 times 








more likely to be arrested for crimes than white elected 
officials.i^ Comparative arrest figures for Hispanic officials are 
not available. 

Hispanics may be especially susceptible to corruption if they 
work along the US-Mexico border. There are no comprehensive 
data on this problem, but incidents reported in just one year— 
2005—are disturbing. Operation Lively Green was an FBI drug 
smuggling sting that led to 33 guilty pleas. Twenty-four of the 
guilty were Hispanic and most of the rest were black. All were 
police officers, port inspectors, prison guards, or soldiers. They 
waved drug shipments through ports, prevented seizures by 
the Border Patrol, and sold fake citizenship documents.^ 

Also in 2005, Juan L. Sanchez, a Border Patrol agent in 
Nogales, Arizona, was indicted for smuggling two tons of 
marijuana into the US in his official Border Patrol vehicle.l^ 
Another Border Patrol agent, Luis Higareda, who worked near 
Calexico, California, pleaded guilty to picking up 750 lbs. of 
marijuana at a border area in his official vehicle and trying to 
drive it inland for sale.^^ In October, Border Patrol agent 
Robert Espino was sentenced to eight years for taking a $5,000 
bribe to let a shipment of cocaine pass through a Texas 
checkpoint. He also let smugglers sneak 750 illegals through 
his checkpoint. Three more Border Patrol agents, David Garcia, 
Jesus Delgado, and Aldo Erives, were charged in the case.^^ 

US soldiers Daniel Rosas, Victor Portales, and Kevin G. 
Irizarry-Melendez, who were sent to Colombia to fight drug 
smuggling became smugglers themselves, loading cocaine 
along with their equipment onto army planes back to Texas.^^ 
In October 2005, Lizandro Martinez, a senior customs 
inspector, pleaded guilty to letting a Hispanic smuggling ring 
repeatedly drive shipments of marijuana past his inspection 
lane on the Texas border.l^ 

In August 2005, Border Patrol agent Oscar Antonio Ortiz and 
two confederates were indicted for smuggling in 30 to 50 
immigrants at a time at $2,000 per head. Mr. Ortiz proved to be 
an illegal himself. The Border Patrol hired him on the strength 









of a fake birth certificate.^^ In April 2005, Customs and Border 
Protection official Fabian Solis pleaded guilty to letting 
smugglers pay him $300 per person to allow trucks filled with 
aliens through the border at Rio Grande, Texas.^^ 

In August 2005, El Paso Border Patrol agent Noe Aleman got 
six months in jail for smuggling three of his teenage nieces 
from Mexico.l^ Also in 2005, three more Hispanic Border Patrol 
agents—Pablo Sergio Berry, Ramon Sanchez, Jr., and Jesus de 
Jose Ruiz—were caught harboring illegal aliens in their 
homes.i^ 

Was 2005 simply a bad year for Hispanic agents? Probably 
not. In 2009, arrests of agents were up 40 percent over the 
previous few years, whereas the number of agents had grown 
by only 24 percent.l^ From 2006 to 2010 the number of 
corruption investigations in Customs and Border Patrol more 
than tripled from 245 to 775.1^ James Tomsheck, assistant 
commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, said the 
situation is so bad that agents require continuous monitoring, 
"the never-ending background investigation, if you will.''^^ 

And why not? The lure of Hispanic gangs and cartels, the 
culture of corruption, and the close identification many 
Hispanics feel for their countries of origin mean that Hispanic 
officers face temptations others do not. Most uniformed 
Hispanics are no doubt good officers, but just as Chinese are far 
more likely than other Americans to spy for China it is unlikely 
that the corruption patterns of Hispanic Border Patrol agents 
are identical to those of other groups. 

By 2008, the Border Patrol was 52 percent Hispanic.^^ 
Today's orthodoxies require that we consider this a triumph to 
be celebrated rather than a source of wrenching conflicts of 
interest. 

An increasingly Hispanic force also means that drug cartels 
now send their operatives to apply for border patrol jobs.i^ 
Needless to say, limiting Hispanic postings on the Mexican 
border or subjecting Hispanic applicants to heightened 
scrutiny would not be acceptable in today's climate. 











FAMILIES 


Virtually all observers agree that it is a terrible disadvantage 
for a child to come into the world without a father. Fatherless 
children are much more likely than those from two-parent 
homes to be poor, fail in school, commit crime, and, in turn, 
have fatherless children.l^ By 2008, illegitimacy had reached 
extraordinary levels: 72 percent for blacks, 66 percent for 
American Indians, 53 percent for Hispanics, 29 percent for 
whites, and 17 percent for Asians.^^ A majority of black, 
Hispanic, and Indian children are therefore coming into the 
world without the support of a married couple. 

Joy Jones is a black school teacher, who worries about 
fatherlessness. She once told her 12-year-old students she 
wanted to invite adults to speak to the class about marriage 
and child-rearing. Several students said they did not want to 
be told about marriage, including a boy who said, "Marriage is 
for white people." Miss Jones wrote that he spoke "as if the 
words left a nasty taste in his mouth. 

In 2005, Congress approved the Healthy Marriage Initiative, 
with a mandate to spend $100 million to promote marriage and 
"active fatherhood" among Hispanics. Congress also funds the 
African-American Healthy Marriage Initiative.!^ It is not clear 
how government can encourage marriage, but at least this is 
recognition of a serious problem. 

Teen births are also a disadvantage for both mother and 
child, and Hispanics are most at risk. The Mexican-American 
teenage birthrate is 93 per every 1,000 girls, compared to 65 
for blacks, 27 for whites, and 17 for Asian girls. France's 
teenage birthrate is 10 per 1,000, Italy's is 6.9, and Japan's is 
3.9.!^ In the United States, the greatest racial differences are 
found in births to very young women. In 2003, black girls ages 
10 to 14 were eight times more likely than white girls to have 
children, and Hispanic girls were over six times more likely.!^ 
For Hispanics, teenaged parenthood rates decline from the first 
to the second generation, but then go up again in the third, as 
does poverty.!^ In North Carolina, more than half of all 









Hispanic girls are expected to become pregnant before they 
turn 20.i^ 

Heather Mac Donald of the Manhattan Institute has studied 
Hispanic teen pregnancy: 

Social workers report that the impregnators of the younger Hispanic women 
are with some regularity their uncles, not necessarily seen as a bad thing by 
the mother's family. Alternatively, the father may be the boyfriend of the girl's 
mother, who then continues to stay with the grandmother. Older men seek 
out young girls in the belief that a virgin cannot get pregnant during first 
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intercourse, and to avoid sexually transmitted diseases. 

A University of Delaware study of the costs to the country of 
teenage childbearing—medical bills, foster care, child welfare, 
food stamps, greater likelihood of incarceration, lost tax 
revenue through lower earnings—"conservatively" calculated 
that the bill for 2004 was $9.1 billion. The author noted that it 
was impossible to measure all public-sector costs.i^ 

The ratio of Hispanic males to females in the United States is 
107 to 100, in sharp contrast to the nation as a whole, in which 
there are 97 males to every 100 females.l^ This imbalance 
may complicate family relations. 

Black and Hispanic men are at least twice as likely as whites 
to batter their wives and girlfriends.^^* One 2005 study found 
that Hispanic women were nine times more likely than white 
women to report domestic violence.l^ Blacks are 8.4 times 
more likely than whites to kill their spouses.i^ 

Many immigrants come from countries where domestic 
violence is the norm. Muslims, in particular, may take wife¬ 
beating for granted. "How else can I teach her how to behave?" 
asked a bewildered Yemeni who was in court in Buffalo, New 
York, for throwing his wife down the stairs. "We come from 
another planet," explained Law Eh Soe, a refugee from Burma. 
"In Burma, you can hit your wife or kid, but here, it's a crime." 
Many immigrants also refuse family counseling as culturally 
alien; to them it is interrogation. 


HEALTH 










There are considerable group differences in disease rates, 
and as the demographic mix changes, the costs of care will 
rise. The Centers for Disease Control estimated that in 2006, 
black men were six times more likely than white men to have 
HIV, and Hispanics were 2.2 times more likely. Black women 
were 18 times more likely than white women, and Hispanic 
women were 4.2 times more likely to be infected.!^ In 2005, 
non-whites accounted for 83 percent of all AIDS cases in 
women and the disease was the leading cause of death for 
black women aged 25-34 years.^The CDC devotes more than 
$300 million—almost half its domestic HIV prevention budget— 
to fighting HIV among blacks.^ 

In 2006, the United States set a record for new cases—over 
one million—for the sexually transmitted disease, chlamydia. 
Infection rates were seven times higher for black than for white 
women and 3.5 times higher among Hispanics than whites.^ 
According to a 2009 report by the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), blacks had gonorrhea rates 19 times higher than whites, 
and were more than seven times more likely to have syphilis 
than non-blacks.^ Blacks are more than three times more 
likely than whites to have herpes: 39 percent as opposed to 12 
percent.^ 

All sexually transmitted diseases are avoidable. Fetal alcohol 
syndrome, caused by excessive drinking by the mother, is also 
avoidable, but is 30 times more likely in blacks and American 
Indians than in whites.^ 

Eighty percent of black women are overweight or obese. 
During the period 2006 to 2008, blacks were 51 percent more 
likely than whites to be obese and Hispanics were 21 percent 
more likely. The CDC found that blacks and Hispanics exercise 
less than whites, and that black and Hispanic women care less 
than white women about being overweight and therefore do 
not try as hard to lose weight.^ A study of the greater Boston 
area reported that Hispanics were the group least likely to eat 
balanced meals.^ 











The CDC has determined that black women are getting 
shorter. The average white woman born in the 1980s was about 
half an inch taller than her mother. This is the trend in all 
industrial countries. The average height of a black woman born 
in the 1980s, however—just under 5 feet 4 inches—was about 
half an inch shorter than that of her mother. "The only 
reasonable explanation we can come up with is diet and the 
obesity epidemic," said John Komlos, an economist and 
historian who studies human heights, adding that "such a 
steep decline is practically unprecedented in modern U.S. 
history."^ 

Racial differences show up early. A study by Ohio State 
University and Temple University found that one in five 
American four-year-olds is obese, with black children 31 
percent more likely, Hispanic children 38 percent more likely, 
and American Indian children almost twice as likely as white 
children to be obese. Asian children were 19 percent less likely 
than whites to be obese. "[I]t is surprising to see differences by 
racial groups present so early in childhood," said Sarah 
Anderson of Ohio State University. Dr. Glenn Flores, a professor 
at University of Texas Southwestern Medical School in Dallas, 
noted that "because within just a few decades, America will 
become a 'minority majority' nation," the "next generation will 
be at very high risk for heart disease, high blood pressure, 
cancers, joint diseases and other problems connected with 
obesity."^ 

One obesity-related disease is diabetes. These are the 
opening paragraphs of a 2006 New York Times article: 

One in three children born in the United States five years ago are expected 
to become diabetic in their lifetimes, according to a projection by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. The forecast is even bleaker for Latinos: 
one in every two. 

New York, perhaps more than any other big city, harbors all the ingredients 
for a continued epidemic. It has large numbers of the poor and obese, who 
are at higher risk. It has a growing population of Latinos, who get the disease 
in disproportionate numbers, and of Asians, who can develop it at much lower 
weights than people of other races. 

The American Diabetes Association says the disease could actually lower 
the average life expectancy of Americans for the first time in more than a 

century. 





The problem is largely Type 2 diabetes, or what used to be 
called adult-onset diabetes but which now often affects young 
people. Hispanics—particularly Mexicans and Puerto Ricans— 
get the disease at close to twice the white rate. Many appear to 
have a metabolism that is not geared to American affluence. In 
the developing world they stay slim, but in a land of plenty and 
inactivity, they put on weight. A federal study concluded that 
58 percent of all new cases of diabetes could be avoided if 
people lost weight. Women are now getting the disease during 
child-bearing years, and this results in frequent birth defects. 
Mothers rearing these difficult babies will, themselves, be 
suffering from the crippling and costly effects of diabetes.^ 
Older Hispanics already have the highest rates of blindness 
and visual impairment of any racial or ethnic group, and higher 
diabetes rates will make this worse.^ 

According to the American Diabetes Association, in 2007, 
people with diabetes had average annual medical expenses 2.3 
times higher than people without it: $11,744 a year as 
opposed to $5,106.^ A 2007 study by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation found that Hispanics and blacks are admitted to 
hospital with out-of-control diabetes at 3.3 and 5.6 times the 
white rate. Asians are 33 percent less likely.^ 

There are other racial differences in other disease rates. 
Blacks are about twice as likely as whites, and Hispanics are 
1.5 times more likely to develop Alzheimer's disease and other 
forms of dementia.^ Hispanics also tend to get the disease 
about seven years earlier than whites. The Alzheimer's 
Association calls the threat to Hispanics "a looming but 
unrecognized public health crisis."^ 

Blacks are the group with the highest chances of getting 
cancer and of dying from it, yet are also the group that worries 
the least about it.^ At 32.7 deaths per 100,000 pregnancies, 
blacks are more than three times more likely that whites to die 
from childbirth or pregnancy.^ Blacks are 3.7 times more 
likely than people of other races to be awaiting a kidney 
transplant—largely because tissue typing works best for people 










of the same race and blacks are reluctant organ donors—and 
they suffer more complications after they donate a kidney.^ 

Immigration from Third-World countries has reintroduced 
diseases that had been eradicated, and brought new ones for 
which American doctors are ill prepared. Many of these 
diseases are associated with living conditions common in poor 
countries and now becoming more common in the United 
States: overcrowding, malnutrition, poor sanitation, and close 
contact with animals receiving little veterinary care. 

Tuberculosis (TB) is a fearsome killer in Third-World countries 
—it caused 1.7 million deaths in 2003 according to the World 
Health Organization—but had been eliminated in the United 
States by the 1970s. Americans forgot about TB until 1985, 
when it suddenly reappeared in cities that receive many 
immigrants.^ By 1993, the US-born population had a TB 
infection rate of 5.8 cases per 100,000, but immigrants from 
Vietnam and Haiti, for example, had rates 24 and 21 times 
higher. Legal immigrants are supposed to produce chest X-rays 
to prove they are healthy, but there is a brisk trade in phony X- 
rays, and illegal immigrants do not bother with X-rays at all.^ 
In 2008, the foreign-born were eight times more likely to have 
TB than native-born Americans.^ 

Ordinary TB takes about six months to cure with a 
combination of four drugs that cost about $2,000. Drug- 
resistant TB takes 24 months with drugs that cost about 
$250,000 and have toxic side effects.^ In 2004, California led 
the nation with 2,989 new cases of TB. Immigrants accounted 
for three quarters of these cases, as well as eight in 10 cases of 
drug-resistant TB. 

Patients must complete a full course of treatment—a partially 
cured strain of TB can mutate into a new, drug-resistant strain 
—so some health departments must practice "directly observed 
treatment." The Los Angeles health department, for example, 
has workers who do nothing but drive around town making 
sure patients take their medicine.^ 

Some cases require incarceration. Feliciano Morelos, a 19- 
year-old Mexican farm worker living in Santa Barbara County, 








California, was quarantined after he infected 56 people. He 
refused to go voluntarily, so police arrested him and put him in 
a special cell with air filters to keep him from infecting other 
prisoners.^ Samantha Ornelas, a Cambodian living in 
Stockton, California also had to be jailed—likewise in a special 
quarantine cell—when she refused home isolation.^ 

In 2003 in New York City, a nurse from the Philippines who 
worked in the maternity ward at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital 
Center infected at least four infants with TB, and exposed as 
many as 1,500 patients. Two years later, the hospital was still 
trying to contact patients who might have been exposed.^ 

In 2007, the country got its first case of so-called extremely 
drug-resistant (XXDR) TB. Oswaldo Juarez, a 19-year-old from 
Peru, had to be treated in isolation for a year and a half at a 
cost of $500,000 to Florida taxpayers. "He is really the future," 
explained Dr. David Ashkin, an expert on TB.^ 

Rubella is another disease that essentially disappeared from 
the United States but immigrants have brought it back. In 
1998, an outbreak among Hispanic immigrants that started in 
Port Chester, New York, spread to White Plains, Mount Kisco, 
Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow, and Ossining. Health officials 
launched an emergency program of roving vaccination 
vans.^ 

Leprosy has been so rare in the United States that until 
recently there had been only 900 cases in 40 years. Suddenly, 
from 2002 to 2005, the number of cases grew to 7,000.^ The 
foremost American expert on the disease, William R. Levis of 
New York, says immigrants bring it in and are infecting 
Americans.^ In 2008 in Springdale, Arkansas, Marshall 
Islanders were the source of an outbreak. Springdale doctor 
Jennifer Bingham noted that the Marshall Islands have one of 
the highest rates of leprosy in the world.^ 

Tapeworms, which have also returned to the United States, 
can spread to the brain and are the leading cause of seizures 
among American Hispanics. Dr. Peter Hotez, a tropical disease 
expert at George Washington University, said that more than 2 










percent of adult Hispanics are infected, which could add up to 
tens of thousands of cases.^ 

Cysticercosis is caught by ingesting tapeworm larvae, which 
can travel through the bloodstream and damage the heart, 
lungs, and brain. There are an estimated 3,500 new cases 
every year, almost exclusively among Hispanic immigrants, 
and patients must stay on medication for years. The disease is 
now turning up in places where it had been unknown, 
including Iowa, Missouri, Ohio and Oregon.^ 

Chagas disease is a parasitic illness passed to humans from a 
blood-sucking insect called conenose. Found, until recently, 
only in Latin America, it is appearing among immigrants in the 
United States. Over decades, the parasite can attack the heart 
and gastrointestinal system, and is the leading cause of heart 
failure in Latin America. The treatment is awful: three doses a 
day of a drug that can cause insomnia, nausea, and memory 
loss. By 2007, Chagas was so common in Los Angeles that the 
county opened the first clinic in the country devoted entirely to 
studying and treating it.^ "This is no longer an exotic 
disease," said Dr. Seba Meymandi of Sylmar, California.^ 

Autism can be reason for political asylum. In 2001, ten-year- 
old Umair Choudhry won asylum on the grounds that in his 
home country of Pakistan, he would be persecuted because of 
his condition. As an asylee, Umair became eligible for publicly- 
funded treatment, which can run from $8,000 to $100,000 per 
year, depending on the degree of affliction.^ For more than 
20 years, a federal law kept out foreigners with AIDS, but in 
2008, as part of a bill that pledged $48 billion to combat the 
disease worldwide. Congress removed the ban.^ 

COSTS TO THE MEDICAL SYSTEM 

Runaway costs are crushing the American medical system. 
Hispanics are the group least likely to have medical insurance, 
with 30.7 percent uninsured. Ten point eight percent of whites 
and 19.1 percent of blacks are without insurance.^ 









Illegal immigrants rarely have insurance, but hospitals 
cannot turn them away. In 1985, Congress passed the 
Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, which 
requires hospitals to treat all emergency patients, without 
regard to legal status or ability to pay. Anyone who can stagger 
within 250 yards of a hospital—a distance established through 
litigation—is entitled to "emergency care," which is defined so 
broadly that hospital emergency rooms have become free 
clinics. Emergency-room care is the most expensive kind. 

Childbirth is an emergency, and hospitals must keep mother 
and child until both can be discharged. If the mother is 
indigent the hospital pays for treatment, even if there are 
expensive complications. Any child born in the United States is 
considered a US citizen, so thousands of indigent illegal 
immigrants make a point of having "anchor babies" at public 
expense. The new American qualifies for all forms of welfare, 
and at age 21 can sponsor his parents for American citizenship. 
In 2006 in California, an estimated 100,000 illegal immigrant 
mothers had babies at public expense, and accounted for 
about one in five births. The costs were estimated at $400 
million per year, and in the state as a whole, half of all Medi-Cal 
(state welfare) births were to illegal immigrant mothers.^ In 
2003, 70 percent of the babies born in San Joaquin General 
Hospital in Stockton were anchor babies.^* 

In Los Angeles and other cities with heavy gang activity, 
hospitals must deal with "dump and run" patients—criminals 
wounded in shootouts who are rolled out of speeding cars by 
fellow gang members.^ Illegal-immigrant patients often show 
up without papers of any kind, and doctors have no idea whom 
they are treating.^ 

Mexican hospitals routinely turn away uninsured Mexicans, 
and if the US border is not far, may tell the ambulance driver to 
head for the nearest American hospital. "It's a phenomenon we 
noticed some time ago, one that has expanded very rapidly," 
said a federal law enforcement officer.^ 

Treating foreigners is expensive. A study of 56 Florida 
hospitals, which represented one fourth of the state's acute- 







care hospitals, found that indigent non-citizens ran up costs of 
$40.2 million in the first six months of 2002. The average bill 
was $63,000 and the average stay was 22 days. The most 
expensive non-paying patient was a Jamaican who had a bill for 
$3.3 million.^ 

Alberto Jimenez was an indigent, uninsured illegal alien from 
Guatemala who was severely injured in a car crash in Florida in 
1999. For the next 3y2 years, he ran up more than $1 million in 
bills at Martin Memorial Medical Center in Stuart, Florida, but 
was not healthy enough to be discharged. Federal law requires 
that a hospital in the home country agree to take a patient, so 
Martin Memorial had to negotiate with the Guatemalan 
government and even get a federal judge to issue a discharge 
order. Mr. Jimenez's relatives fought the discharge; they liked 
the free care he was getting in Florida.^ 

Hospitals cannot continue to hemorrhage. For the country as 
a whole, medical insurance premiums include a surcharge that 
pays for treating the uninsured. However, if the proportion of 
uninsured indigent patients exceeds a certain figure, a hospital 
has no choice but to close. In California alone, the heavy cost of 
free medicine for foreigners forced no fewer than 60 hospitals 
to shut down between 1993 and 2003; many others were on 
the verge of collapse.^ From 1994 to 2004, the number of 
hospital emergency rooms in the country as a whole dropped 
by more than 12 percent.^ 

In May 2010, Miami's health care system was so strapped, it 
was considering closing two of its five public hospitals. This 
would mean laying off 4,487 employees and the loss of 581 
acute-care beds. Experts explained that treating uninsured 
patients had stretched the system to the breaking point.^ 

Houston is a good example of a city whose hospitals are 
barely making ends meet. In the nation as a whole, about 15 
percent of the population has no medical insurance, but Texas, 
with its large population of Hispanics, has the highest 
percentage at 24 percent. In Houston, the figure is 30 percent. 
The safety net cannot accommodate so many people who 







cannot pay. "Does this mean rationing?" asks Kenenth Mattox, 
chief of staff at Ben Taub General Hospital. "You bet it does." 

There is such a crush at Houston's emergency rooms that 
ambulances often wait for one or two hours before they can 
even unload patients. The record wait is six hours. Twenty 
percent of the time, hospitals end up sending patients to other 
hospitals, and some have died after being diverted. Politicians 
and businessmen pull strings so friends can cut in line.^ 

Americans who fall sick in Mexico do not get free treatment. 
The State Department warns that Mexican doctors routinely 
refuse to treat foreign patients unless paid in advance, and 
that they often charge Americans for services not rendered.^ 

LANGUAGE 

Chapter 3 described some of the problems that result when 
so many Americans cannot speak to each other. In many cases, 
however, English is simply being replaced as immigrants 
displace natives. In 1980 there were 67 Spanish-language 
radio stations; by 2008 there were 900.^ Because virtually all 
the broadcast frequencies are filled, Spanish-language stations 
are replacing English-language stations. Most stations that go 
Spanish do not carry news, public affairs, or classical music. 
The typical format is Hispanic^rban or "Hurban," a mix of Latin 
music styles.^ 

Stations often change formats without warning. Listeners to 
Oldies Radio 100.3 FM in Orlando, Florida, got the switch at 
noon on Feb. 3, 2005. "People are kind of mad," said Linda 
Conner. "It seems like we are a minority now and this is being 
shoved in our face everywhere we turn."^ On January 11, 
2006, "Supertalk" WKY, the first radio station west of the 
Mississippi and the oldest in Oklahoma, switched to Spanish. 
This left Oklahoma City with local news and talk only in the 
early morning and late afternoon.^ 

Loyal listeners don't like this sort of thing. Program director 
Bob Barnett of WKIS radio in Miami, which was still 
broadcasting in English in 2007, said that even to do a brief. 








bilingual station ID produced "significant listener backlash" 
from "whites who feel that the Hispanics have 'pushed' their 
culture and language on everyone else."^ 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) does not 
monitor Spanish-language broadcasting as it does English- 
language stations. Although the agency spent part of 2004 
cracking down on "shock jocks" and others it considered 
obscene, far worse was reportedly going out over the air in 
Spanish.^ 

Television is turning Hispanic, with the number of Spanish- 
language stations rising from just 17 in 1985 to 252 in 
2002.^ In 1998, a Spanish station became the number-one 
channel watched by Miamians—the first time a foreign- 
language station achieved that rating in a major US city.^ In 
Los Angeles, by 2005, no fewer than nine of the top 10 prime¬ 
time shows were Spanish-language telenovelas, or soap 
operas.^ In 2008 in New York City, the Spanish-language 
station WXTN pulled ahead of all other competitors and 
became the most popular newscast among viewers younger 
than 49. The news is specifically geared to Hispanics.^ 

When ABC introduced a new sitcom called "Freddie" in 2005, 
it had one of its main characters speak only Spanish. Everyone 
else on the program was assumed to understand her but there 
were subtitles for viewers.^ 

The number of daily newspapers published in English 
declined 17 percent from 1970 to 2003, while the number of 
Spanish or Spanish/English bilingual dailies rose from eight to 
36. Several American cities offer a choice of Spanish-language 
dailies, an increasingly rare luxury for English-speakers.^ 

In some areas, Asian immigrants learn Spanish rather than 
English. Martin Paik from Korea writes a column in the Los 
Angeles Korean Times for Korean-speakers who want to learn 
Spanish. He said there is no need to learn English. Yoon Seong, 
also Korean, felt the same way: "I don't need English here. All 
that you need in California is Spanish."^ 











The same has long been true for Miami and surrounding 
Dade County. In the 1950s, non-Hispanic whites were more 
than 80 percent of county residents, but by 2006, they were 
only 18.5 percent. "The Anglo population is leaving," said Juan 
Clark, a sociology professor at Miami Dade College. "They 
resent the fact that (an American) has to learn Spanish."^ 

In 1999, the dusty border town of El Cenizo did the logical 
thing and declared Spanish the official language of 
government. Many of its 7,800 residents could speak little or 
no English, including its mayor, Rafael Rodriguez, who 
admitted he came as an illegal alien 20 years earlier.^ 

Samuel Huntington, late of Harvard, thought El Cenizo was a 
sign of things to come. He thought Spanish was taking root so 
quickly that in many states anyone aspiring to political office 
would soon have to be bilingual, and that eventually Congress 
would permit debate in both Spanish and English. He noted 
that in cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas, bilingual police 
officers were paid more than those who spoke only English. His 
conclusion? "For the first time in U.S. history, increasing 
numbers of Americans (particularly black Americans) will not 
be able to receive the jobs or the pay they would otherwise 
receive because they can speak to their fellow citizens only in 
English."^ 

That day has arrived. In 2008, three black teenagers from 
San Bernardino High School, east of Los Angeles, applied for 
summer jobs. Wherever they went, the first question was 
usually, "Do you speak Spanish." "It's hard when you can't 
even get an interview because you don't speak Spanish," said 
Jazanique Jackson. Elva Gomez, a former manager for the Del 
Taco national food chain, noted that "blacks are suffering more 
from the invasion [of Spanish] than whites because they have 
fewer resources with which to run away from immigration."^ 
In Miami, it has long been accepted that many jobs are closed 
to anyone who speaks only English.^ 

Crews that fight forest fires in Oregon are now so heavily 
Hispanic that in 2003, the Oregon Department of Forestry 
required that crew chiefs be bilingual. In 2006, the department 







started forcing out veterans. Jaime Pickering, who used to run a 
squad of 20 firefighters, says the rule means "job losses for 
Americans—the white people."^ 

Zita Wilensky, a 16-year veteran, was the only white 
employee of Miami-Dade County Domestic Violence Unit. Her 
co-workers made fun of her and called her gringa and 
Americana. Miss Wilensky says her boss gave her 60 days to 
learn Spanish, and fired her when she failed to do so.^ 

It is increasingly common, therefore, for Americans to be 
penalized because they cannot speak Spanish, but employers 
who insist that workers speak English are guilty of 
discrimination. In 2001, the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission forced a small Catholic college in San Antonio to 
pay $2.4 million to housekeepers who were required to speak 
English at work.^ There are now about 45 million Hispanics in 
the country. What will the status of Spanish be when there are 
130 million Hispanics, as the Census Bureau projects for 2050? 

In 2000, President Bill Clinton decided that the prohibition 
against discrimination because of "national origin" in the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 meant that if a foreigner cannot speak to a 
government agency in his own language he is a victim. 
Executive Order 13166 required all local governments that 
receive federal money (all of them, essentially) to translate 
official documents into any language spoken by at least 3,000 
people in the area or 10 percent of the local population. It also 
required interpreters for non-English speakers. 

In 2002, the Office of Management and Budget estimated 
that hospitals alone would spend $268 million every year 
implementing Executive Order 13166, and state departments 
of motor vehicles would spend $8.5 million. 0MB estimated 
that communicating with food stamp recipients who don't 
speak English would cost $25.2 million peryear.^* 

Both government and private companies make it easy for 
people to dispense with English. Americans can push a button 
to choose a language at automatic teller machines and for 
recorded telephone messages. The US government requires 
local authorities to print ballot papers in any foreign language 






spoken by five percent of the local population or 5,000 people 
—even though one of the requirements for naturalization is the 
ability to speak English. There are even officially bilingual US 
Post Offices. In 2006, one opened in Memphis, Tennessee, 
staffed by nine Hispanic agents.^ 

The costs of dealing with foreign languages are rising 
everywhere. In Cobb County, Georgia—its largest city is 
Marietta—the school district alone spent $1.2 million in 2007 
because of students and parents who could not speak 
English.^ 

New York City is such a babble of languages that pharmacists 
at Walgreens provide medication labels in 14 languages, and 
keep a national database of bilingual pharmacists so they can 
telephone them to help a customer. CVS offers telephone 
interpreting in 150 languages. This was not enough for 
immigrant advocates, who sued 16 pharmacies for not offering 
"equal access" interpreters on premises at all times, and 
documentation in a//languages.^ 

CULTURAL CHANGE 

Demographic change means cultural change. Oakland, 
California, once had a world-class symphony orchestra that 
made fine recordings, but it declared bankruptcy in 1986 after 
53 seasons. By then, only 39 percent of the population was 
white, and blacks were setting city priorities.^ The Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra has held on by extraordinary means 
despite demographic change, but its days may be numbered. It 
was expected to run up a $9 million operating deficit by the 
end of 2010. The Detroit Institute of Arts and the Michigan 
Opera Theater—rarely patronized by blacks—were also in 
serious trouble.^ Before Hurricane Katrina, the New Orleans 
symphony went under as city demographics changed, though 
it managed to revive after promising to put on hip concerts to 
attract blacks.^ 

Blacks and Hispanics do not listen to country music. As New 
York City's population changed, it lost its last country station in 








2002. San Francisco followed suit in 2005.^ 

When Atlanta's black mayor, Shirley Franklin, decided the 
city needed a theme song, she commissioned "an up-tempo 
hip-hop and R&B fusion song" called "The ATL." Some whites 
complained the language was so aggressively black they could 
understand only one line: "Get 'em up, get 'em up, get 'em up, 
get 'em up, get 'em up, let's go."^ 

A National Endowment for the Arts survey found that 
although just over half of whites read fiction, the figure for 
blacks is 37 percent and for Hispanics only 27 percent.^ 
Perhaps this helps explain why Miami does not have a single 
bookstore. They have all moved to places like Pinecrest and 
Coral Gables, where whites still live.^ 

Prospects may be dimming for the Boy Scouts and even the 
national park system. Scouting is overwhelmingly white, and 
the organization cannot figure out how to interest Hispanics in 
camping, boating, and knot-tying. Recruitment in Spanish and 
an emphasis on soccer have not worked. "We either are going 
to figure out how to make Scouting the most exciting, dynamic 
organization for Hispanic kids, or we're going to be out of 
business," said Rick Cronk, chairman of the World Scout 
Committee.^ The Girl Scouts are equally desperate for 
Hispanic recruits.^ 

For years, the National Park Service has tried to attract black 
and Hispanic visitors. Civil War battlefields now emphasize the 
problem of slavery almost as much as battle strategy, and the 
Park Service has arranged visits by minority children and sent 
them home with vouchers so their parents can bring them back 
for free. Nothing works. David Barna, a Park Service spokesman 
in Washington, thinks that as the number of blacks and 
Hispanics increases, the day may come when voters no longer 
value parks enough to pay for their upkeep.^ 

Different groups have different priorities. Because Hispanics 
tend to have low incomes, they support increases in 
government services, even at the cost of more taxes for others. 









Most Hispanics supported all five spending initiatives on the 
May, 2005 California ballot; most whites opposed all five.^ 
Prof. Nikolai Roussanov of the Wharton School has found that 
both blacks and Hispanics spend 50 percent less on medical 
care than do whites with similar incomes, and that blacks and 
Hispanics spend 16 percent and 30 percent less, respectively, 
on education than do whites with similar incomes. Many 
studies have also found that blacks and Hispanics save less 
than whites for future goals like retirement. How do they spend 
their money? Blacks are more likely than whites to buy lottery 
tickets and to spend disproportionately more money doing 
S 0 . 2 M Prof Roussanov says the biggest difference, however, is 
that blacks and Hispanics spend 30 percent more than whites 
with the same income on what he calls "visible goods" meant 
to convey status, such as clothing, cars, and jewelry.^ 
Different groups have different buying patterns. In 2004, 
Sears decided to turn 97 of its 870 locations into "multicultural 
stores," in which clothing, signs, decor, and displays were 
geared to Hispanics and blacks, who do not have the same 
tastes and body sizes as whites. Hispanics want "stylish," form¬ 
fitting clothing in bright, loud colors, and the highest heels 
available. Blacks need more "plus" sizes. In the multicultural 
stores. Sears displays the loud clothing prominently, near 
entrances. Clothing white women are likely to buy, such as the 
more traditional Land's End line, is in the back.^ 

For years there was a Roy Rogers-Dale Evans Museum in 
Victorville, California, filled with Roy Rogers memorabilia and 
even his horse Trigger—stuffed, of course. That part of 
California is now heavily Hispanic, and no one is interested in 
Roy Rogers. The museum moved to Branson, Missouri, which 
has become a resort catering to bluegrass and country music 
fans, who are overwhelmingly white. Victorville immigrant 
Rosalina Sondoval-Marin did not miss the museum. "Roy 
Rogers? He doesn't mean anything," she said. "There's a 
revolution going on, and it don't include no Roy Rogers."^ 
American eating habits are changing. An estimated 15,000 
pounds of "bushmeat"—wild animals commonly eaten in Third- 







World countries—are smuggled into the country every month. 
Monkey, cane rat, and bat are the most common bushmeats, 
and according to the Centers for Disease Control, all can carry 
lethal diseases. Anyone who handles or eats the meat can get 
sick. Only a tiny portion of the trade—like the three charred 
monkeys found in an African's baggage at Dulles International 
Airport in 2008^—is intercepted.^ 

No one knows what was intended for 2,000 baboon noses 
found in an abandoned trunk at Amsterdam airport after they 
began to stink. They were en route from Nigeria to the United 
States, where someone apparently had a use for them.^ 
Immigrants from East Africa and Yemen have introduced a 
new controlled substance: khat, which is a plant that is chewed 
for its narcotic effect. There have been khat arrests in 
Michigan, New York, Georgia, Connecticut, Minnesota, 
Washington, DC, and Washington state. In 2004, federal agents 
seized 3,000 pounds of khat, worth more than $5 million at the 
Port of Baltimore alone. Police suspect that khat sales in the 
United States finance terrorism.^ 

Hispanics like to live with animals. South Los Angeles used to 
be the center of California's black population, but by 2000 it 
was 74 percent Hispanic and 24 percent black. Along with the 
Hispanics came chickens, goats, geese, ducks, pigs, and even 
ponies. Zoning laws ban farm animals as health hazards, and 
roosters because of the noise, but the city does not have the 
manpower to enforce regulations. Callers light up city phone 
lines to complain of the noise. Jose Luiz couldn't understand 
why anyone would complain. "It's natural to have roosters," he 
said. "I'm Mexican."^ By 2009, the city had just about given 
up and had decided to regulate chickens—one rooster per 
property, for example—rather than ban them.^ 

Since 2003, Miami has had a code enforcement squad that 
chases down illegal chickens. In 2007, it was catching 60 to 70 
a day.^ In Buffalo, New York, there was so much pressure from 
Hispanics that in 2009 the city was considering legalizing 
backyard chicken coops.^ 










Hispanics also keep chickens for cockfighting. In Los Angeles, 
Detective Susan Brumagin of the Animal Cruelty Division 
reported that from 2006 to 2009 she investigated more than 
200 cockfighting operations, some with as many as 900 birds. 
She said cockfights attract prostitution and drug-selling.^ 

By 2009, Hispanics accounted for more than one fourth of 
the population of Waterbury, Connecticut, and beginning in 
2005, the city was making one major cockfighting arrest a year. 
Jose Duran, a 34-year-old native of the Dominican Republic, 
could not understand why cockfighting was illegal. "It's just 
birds, man," he said. "That's all it is: birds. 

Because of crackdowns on cockfighting, there has been a 
shift to finch fighting. Finches are smaller, quieter, cheaper to 
raise, and easier to hide and transport. Finch-fighting rings— 
run almost exclusively by Brazilians—have been broken up in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts.^ 

In Davidson County, Tennessee, which includes Nashville, an 
influx of immigrants resulted in complaints about noisy 
roosters and goats being slaughtered in backyards.^ The 
town of Sanford, North Carolina, banned the slaughter of farm 
animals after Mexicans began killing goats for barbecues and 
nailing their heads to trees.^ 

Immigrants bring strange religions—Voodoo, Santeria, Palo 
Mayombe—that sometimes dismay natives. In Tampa in 2006, a 
grieving widow visited her newly-buried husband's grave to 
find it decorated with a dead chicken, a set of goat hoofs, and 
four headless puppies. Authorities suspected they were the 
remains of a Latino-Caribbean rite, and noted that a few 
months earlier grave-robbers had dug up the body of a six- 
year-old boy, probably to use in rituals.^ 

In Newark, New Jersey, prosecutors charged Cuban 
immigrant and Palo Mayombe priestess Miriam Mirabel with 
ordering her followers to break into a cemetery and dig up 
corpses to use in rituals.^ 

In 2006, Maritza Tamayo, principal of the Unity Center for 
Urban Technologies in Manhattan decided to root out negative 









energy in her school. She hired a Santeria priestess, and the 
two dressed up in white dresses and sprinkled chicken blood on 
the building. The New York City Department of Education said 
Miss Tamayo would be fired—not for the ceremony but for 
making other teachers help pay for it.^ 

In 2009, a Santeria priest, Jose Merced, won a federal appeal 
against the city of Euless, Texas, which prohibited animal 
slaughter in private homes. He successfully argued that 
sacrificing goats was an essential part of his religion.^ That 
same year, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
found the remains of more than 500 animals in a house in 
Philadelphia. Although most of the animals were chickens—a 
Santeria favorite—investigators found the bones of dozens of 
sheep, goats, and other farm animals, as well as two primates 
that appeared to be monkeys.^ 

In Florida, custodians at courthouses often find what is left of 
attempts to put spells on judges and juries. In 2004, police 
partially evacuated part of a Palm Beach County courthouse 
and had the bomb squad blow up a suspicious package left 
along with a bag of dead birds and turtles.^ 

Many Chinese believe in feng shui, or rules for construction 
and design. Feng s/7ty/dictates such things as the placement of 
doors and staircases and the positions of buildings so as to 
increase the flow of chi, or positive energy. In 2004, 
Assemblyman Leland Y Lee of San Francisco introduced a 
measure in the state legislature urging the California Building 
Standards Commission to require builders to conform to feng 
shui.^^ 

Hispanics often live in crowded, unsafe conditions, but as 
their numbers increase, it becomes difficult to enforce housing 
codes. Immigration advocates invariably call the codes racist. 
The city of Santa Ana, California, has grown rapidly, due mainly 
to Hispanic immigration, but in 2003 had only half as many 
building inspectors as it did in 1984, and was enforcing codes 
half-heartedly. 

That year, Gloria Valadez lived with her daughter and six 
grandchildren in a rundown, rented two-bedroom house. She 







sublet one bedroom to a family of three and the other to a 
family of five. Sixteen people were living in her 950-square-foot 
house, which was one of four on a one-third acre lot. The 
neighbors were also subletting, for a total of 42 people in four 
small houses. Fifty-five people had been living there, but the 
city made 13 people move out of garages. The Santa Ana fire 
department worried about fire hazards and the health 
department worried about vermin. Crime goes up in very dense 
housing, and children who live with strangers are much more 
likely to be molested or abused.^ 

Tim Rush, a white man living in Santa Ana, kept busy 
reporting violations of the laws the city still tries to enforce. It 
took him a year, but he finally got the city to shut down Pedro 
Reyes Rios, who was running a used-car business on the streets 
and in his front yard. Mexican neighbors considered Mr. Rush a 
racist busybody.^ In Los Angeles County, it was estimated in 
2009 that hundreds of thousands of people were living illegally 
in garages.^ 

In Manassas, Virginia, the city government passed a law in 
2006 to stop overcrowding after complaints from neighbors 
about noise, and streets and yards jammed with cars. Most 
violators were immigrants, whose spokesmen called the law 
racist. The charges were effective; the city withdrew the 
ordinance.^ 

In New York City in 2004, 66 percent of Mexicans, 61 percent 
of Bangladeshis, and 38 percent of Dominicans lived in what 
was officially considered overcrowding. The figure for natives 
was 7.5 percent.^ 

Cobb County, Georgia, saw its Hispanic population double 
from 1996 to 2006, and a corresponding surge in complaints 
about overcrowding. One inspector found a dozen cots lined up 
in the basement of a 1,300-square-foot house. "Ninety-five 
percent of the complaints I get are white folks complaining 
about Hispanic folks," said Rob Hosack, who was enforcing the 
code despite accusations of racism.^ 

In Cicero, Illinois, community activist David Boyle explained 
the consequences of Hispanic immigration: "You can walk into 








almost any bungalow in Cicero and you will find that the front 
room and dining room are crowded with mattresses. The 
landlords have figured out that they can charge $150 a month 
for a little baby mattress for an adult male."^ 

The Mexican way of life has arrived in Texas in the form of 
colonias, or illegal, unregulated slums. They sprout on land 
with no running water, electricity, or sewers. As the Hispanic 
population grows, dozens of co/o/7/as— literally, "colonies"— 
have appeared around Corpus Christi, Austin, Houston, 
Beaumont, and San Antonio. They are dumps. "This is just like 
Guatemala or Africa," said Lionel Lopez, who organized the 
South Texas Colonia Initiative to call attention to what he 
counted as 88 colonias in Nueces County. "You see kids with all 
kinds of sores on their little legs, and the dogs—they don't 
even bark, and they have mange. 

In Arizona, the area known as the Old Nogales Highway 
Colonia is a slum on a tract of desert, with no water lines, 
sewers, sidewalks, or streetlights. Whenever it rains, the roads 
wash out and the area is inaccessible by car. There is no 
garbage service, so burning trash sends up acrid smoke. In 
2000, the colonia's population was about 3,500.^ 

The Coachella Valley, east of San Diego, California, may have 
as many as 500 illegal trailer parks. Sewage runs between 
rundown trailers that have no heat or hot water. People burn 
their trash. In some areas, trash, tires, and car parts are piled 
10 feet high, and homes may be hard to tell from scrap heaps. 
Wild dogs and barefoot children skulk through the mud. Almost 
all the inhabitants are Hispanics, though some are Purepecha, 
an indigenous people from the Mexican state of Michoacan who 
speak neither Spanish nor English. Other Mexicans scorn them. 

The worst Coachella Valley slums are on the Torres Martinez 
Indian Reservation, where they are not subject to zoning laws 
and county officials cannot monitor them. One tribe member 
who was a co-owner of a park played down the squalor. "You 
can't expect the poorest to live like the wealthiest," he said. 
"They feel comfortable here; it's like being back in Mexico. 
They tell me that."^ 






Colonias are new to the United States, but they are the 
equivalent of something old: black slums. Despite decades of 
welfare, Section 8 housing, and urban renewal, many heavily 
black parts of American cities have gone into a tailspin from 
which they may never recover. Detroit is only the best-known 
example, with a declining population (now at about half its 
1950 peak of 1.85 million), blocks of boarded-up and burned- 
out houses, and schools and city services that barely function. 
The astonishing dereliction of its train station, hotels, and 
skyscrapers has been memorialized in a photo essay in Time 
magazine.^ In 2009, the median house price was $7,100.^ 

Detroit does not have a single chain supermarket. The last 
one, an A&P, left in 2007. Shoplifting and employee theft were 
big problems, as was the peculiar nature of Detroit's economy. 
Many residents buy most of their groceries at the beginning of 
the month when welfare checks arrive, and come back only 
occasionally during the rest of the month. Small stores can 
more easily lay off staff during the slow weeks.^ 

Flint, Michigan, is another majority-black city on the ropes. 
Its population is declining as people move out, and many of its 
crumbling streets peter out into woods or meadows with no 
trace of the houses that once stood there. There are too few 
people to pay for services across its 34 increasingly vacant 
square miles. Dan Kildee, treasurer of Genesee County, which 
includes Flint, says that as much as 40 percent of the city 
should be returned to nature. 

The Obama administration was intrigued by this idea and 
asked Mr. Kildee to come up with plans for other failing cities. 
Together with the Brookings Institution, he identified 50 
candidates for downsizing, including Detroit, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Baltimore and Memphis. The neighborhoods to be 
razed were overwhelmingly black.^ Such places as East Saint 
Louis; Camden, New Jersey; and North Philadelphia would 
collapse into almost unthinkable squalor were it not for state 
and federal aid. 

Since at least the 1960s, the United States has had a black 
underclass, to which most of the norms of civil society do not 






apply. Immigration has now given rise to a Hispanic underclass 
that suffers from the same mix of crime, poverty, and 
illegitimacy. Our country has tried very hard to solve these 
problems, largely through government assistance programs 
and public education, but in certain communities destructive 
behavior resists change. 

The United States is now a nation that can produce headlines 
such as these: 

Baby Dies in Bucket of Mom's Vomit;^ 99-Year-Old Woman 
Among Rapist's Victims;^ Mom Allegedly Microwaves 
Baby;^ Town Stunned As 8-Year-Old Charged in Two 
Killings;^ Woman Accused of Using Infant as Car Down 
Payment;^ L.A. Police Say Killing of 3-Year-Old in Gang Attack 
Was Intentional;^ North Dade Baby Shower Turns Deadly as 
Gunfight Breaks Out;^ Mother, Daughter and Granddaughter 
Teamed Up for Attack;^ Boston Police Say 7-Year-Old Shot 8- 
Year-Old Dead;^ Florida Woman Starves Children and Throws 
Dead Baby into Garbage Can;^ Parents Fight Over Which 
Gang Toddler Should Join;^ Mayhem Erupts Throughout City 
After Appeal to End Violence.^ 

The people in these stories are about evenly split between 
blacks and Hispanics. As America's population changes, 
headlines like these will become more common. 

AMERICA'S FUTURE 

This book will have been a success if at least a few readers 
have become open to the possibility that the following 
statements are true: People of all races generally prefer the 
company of people like themselves. Racial diversity is a source 
of conflict, not strength.^* Non-whites, especially blacks and 
Hispanics, nurture a strong sense of racial pride and solidarity. 
Whites have little sense of racial solidarity, and most whites 
strongly condemn any signs of it. Immigration from non- 
European countries is changing the United States in profound 
ways, many of which whites find disagreeable. To the extent 















that these statements are true, they have serious implications 
both for the country as a whole and for whites as a group. 

Clearly, our immigration policies should be reexamined. A 
convincing case can be made on environmental grounds alone 
that a nation of 300,000,000 needs no more people, especially 
since it would enjoy natural growth if the borders were closed 
tomorrow. How can we possibly claim to be fighting 
environmental degradation or hope for energy independence 
when we import a million or more people every year? How can 
we claim to be fighting poverty, crime, school failure, or 
disease when we import people who are more likely than 
natives to be poor, criminals, school failures, and to suffer from 
strange diseases? Immigration is even harder to justify when 
many newcomers speak no English, maintain foreign loyalties, 
or practice disconcerting religions. It is profoundly unwise to 
add yet more disparate elements to a population already 
divided by diversity. 

As noted earlier, demographers and economists are making 
dire projections based on the lower likelihood of blacks and 
Hispanics to become productive workers. These people go on to 
insist that the solution is to improve education for blacks and 
Hispanics, but the United States has already made enormous 
efforts to that end. There is no reason to think some kind of 
breakthrough is imminent.^* Clearly, the solution to the 
problems posed by an increasing Hispanic population is to stop 
Hispanic immigration. However, as we saw in Chapter 6, our 
policy-makers are too afraid of accusations of racism to draw 
such an obvious conclusion. 

Americans must open their eyes to the fact that a changing 
population could change everything in America. The United 
States could come to resemble the developing world rather 
than Europe—in some places it already does. One recent book 
on immigration to Europe sounded a similar alarm when the 
author asked: "Can you have the same Europe with different 
people?" His answer was a forthright "no."^ It should be clear 
from the changes that have already taken place in the United 




States that i/i/e cannot have the same America with different 
peopie, either. 

Different populations build different societies. The principles 
of European and European-derived societies—freedom of 
speech, the rule of law, respect for women, representative 
government, low levels of corruption—do not easily take root 
elsewhere. They were born out of centuries of struggle, false 
starts, and setbacks, and cannot be taken for granted. A 
poorer, more desperate America, one riven with racial rivalries, 
one increasingly populated by people who come from non- 
Western traditions could turn its back on those principles. 

Many people assert that all people can understand and 
assimilate Western thinking—and yet cultures are very 
different. Can you, the reader, imagine emigrating to Cambodia 
or Saudi Arabia or Tanzania and assimilating perfectly? 
Probably not; yet everyone in the world is thought to be a 
potential American. Even if there is only a small chance that 
non-Western immigrants will establish alien and unsettling 
practices, why take this risk? Immigration to the United States, 
like immigration to any nation, is a favor granted by citizens to 
foreigners. It is not a right. 

Immigration advocates often point to the objections Anglo- 
Americans made to turn-of-the-century immigrants from Italy, 
Ireland, Hungary, and other "non-Nordic" countries. They point 
out that these immigrants assimilated, and insist that Mexicans 
and Haitians will do the same. Those advocates overlook the 
fundamental importance of race. They forget that the United 
States already had two ill-assimilated racial groups long before 
the arrival of European ethnics—blacks and American Indians— 
and that those groups are still uncomfortably distinct elements 
in American society. Different European groups assimilated 
across ethnic lines after a few generations because they were 
of the same race. There are many societal fault lines in 
"diverse" societies—language, religion, ethnicity—but the fault 
line of race is deepest. 

Many immigration advocates will continue to argue that if 
certain newcomers do not succeed it is only because of racism. 



and that white malevolence causes high rates of crime, 
disease, school failure, illegitimacy, etc. Even if this were true— 
and there are very strong reasons to doubt it^—that would 
not justify immigration. If whites really were vicious oppressors, 
it would be absurd to bring in yet more non-whites who would 
only swell the ranks of the victims and bring out the worst in 
whites. The purpose of immigration is not to set a moral test for 
natives. 

Our current immigration policies will make the United States 
a poorer, grimmer, more dangerous country for everyone. 
Hispanics expect to gain increasing power by increasing their 
numbers, but they will find they have gained power in a 
country that increasingly resembles the failed nations from 
which they thought they had escaped. It is in everyone's 
interests to cut immigration close to zero. 

Immigration is not a uniquely American problem. Aside from 
the former Communist countries, nearly every white country 
has accepted large numbers of immigrants, so there is a huge 
flow from non-white to white countries. There are two reasons 
for this. First, whites have built the most successful countries in 
the history of the world and others want to take part in that 
success. Second, only white countries permit large-scale 
immigration; others keep their territories exclusively for their 
own people. 

Different national views on immigration therefore parallel 
expressions of racial consciousness in the United States. 
Whites—the only people who dare not express racial pride—let 
in large numbers of immigrants who are changing their 
societies. Non-whites, who have a strong sense of racial 
consciousness, maintain their boundaries. 

No non-white nation praises diversity, nor do immigrants 
come to the West with the intention of sharing this gift with us. 
Most never heard of diversity before they came here. They 
come because their countries are unsuccessful. Once they are 
here, most probably want to live their lives essentially as they 
did before, but with a First-World rather than Third-World 
income. They want to keep their languages, religions, folkways. 



and loyalties rather than shed their foreign skins and become 
American. 

Prosperous non-white nations such as Japan, Taiwan, and 
South Korea would be very desirable destinations for Third- 
World immigrants, and if those countries opened their borders, 
they would quickly be filled with foreigners. They keep their 
borders closed because they know they cannot have the same 
Japan or Taiwan with different people. Israel, likewise, is 
determined to remain a Jewish state because Israelis know they 
cannot have the same Israel with different people. In 2010, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu approved tough measures 
to deport illegal immigrants, calling them a "threat to the 
character of the country."^ 

Linguistically, culturally, and racially, Japan is homogeneous. 
This means Japanese never even think about a host of 
problems that torment Americans. Since Japan has only one 
race, no one worries about racism. There was no civil rights 
movement, no integration struggle, and no court-ordered 
busing. There is no bilingual education, and no affirmative 
action. There is no tyranny of "political correctness," and no 
one is clamoring for a "multi-cultural curriculum." When a 
company needs to hire someone, it doesn't give a thought to 
"ethnic balance;" it just hires the best person. No Japanese are 
sent to reeducation seminars because of "insensitivity." 

Japan has no Civil Rights Commission or Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. It has no Equal Housing Act or Voting 
Rights Act. No one worries about drawing up voting districts to 
make sure minorities are elected. There are no noisy ethnic 
groups trying to influence foreign policy. Japanese do not know 
what a "hate crime" would be.^* And they know that an 
American-style immigration policy would change everything. 
They want Japan to remain Japanese. 

This is a universal view among non-whites. Those countries 
that send the largest numbers of emigrants to the United 
States—Mexico, India, China—permit essentially no 
immigration at all. For them, their nations are exclusive 
homelands for their own people. 




Most people refuse to share their homelands. Robert Pape, a 
leading expert on suicide bombing, explains that its motive is 
almost always nationalism, not religious fanaticism. Whether in 
Sri Lanka, Lebanon, Chechnya, Kashmir, the West Bank, Iraq, or 
Afghanistan, its main objective is to drive out occupying 
aliens.^ 

It is only Western nations—and only within the last few 
decades—that have ever voluntarily accepted large-scale 
immigration that could reduce the inhabitants to a racial 
minority. What the United States and other European-derived 
nations are doing is without historical precedent.^* 

To put this unprecedented behavior in perspective, let us 
imagine a mirror image of what is happening today. What if 
millions of white Americans were pouring across the border into 
Mexico, taking over parts of cities, speaking English rather 
than Spanish, celebrating the Fourth of July rather than Cinco 
de Mayo, sleeping 20 to a house, demanding bilingual 
instruction and welfare for immigrants, opposing border 
control, and demanding ballots in English? What if, besides 
this, they had high rates of crime, poverty, and illegitimacy? 
Can we imagine the Mexicans rejoicing in their newfound 
diversity? 

And yet, that is what Americans are asked to do. For whites 
to celebrate diversity is to celebrate their own declining 
numbers and influence, and the transformation of their society. 
For every other group, to celebrate diversity is to celebrate 
increasing numbers and influence. Which is a real celebration 
and which is self-deception? 

Whites—but only whites—must never take pride in their own 
people. Only whites must pretend they do not prefer to 
associate with people like themselves. Only whites must 
pretend to be happy to give up their neighborhoods, their 
institutions, and their country to people unlike themselves. 
Only whites must always act as individuals and never as 
members of a group that promotes shared interests. 

Racial identity comes naturally to all non-white groups. It 
comes naturally because it is good, normal, and healthy to feel 




kinship for people like oneself. Despite the fashionable view 
that race is a socially created illusion, race is a biological 
reality. All people of the same race are more closely related 
genetically than they are to anyone of a different race,^ and 
this helps explain racial solidarity. 

Families are close for the same reason. Parents love their 
children, not because they are the smartest, best-looking, most 
talented children on earth. They love them because they are 
genetically close to them. They love them because they are a 
family. 

Most people have similar feelings about race. Their race is 
the largest extended family to which they feel an instinctive 
kinship. Like members of a family, members of a race do not 
need objective reasons to prefer their own group; they prefer it 
because it is theirs (though they may well imagine themselves 
as having many fine, partly imaginary qualities). 

These mystic preferences need not imply hostility towards 
others. Parents may have great affection for the children of 
others, but their own children come first. Likewise, affection 
often crosses racial lines, but the deeper loyalties of most 
people are to their own group—their extended family. 

Non-whites understand this. Blacks call each other "brother" 
and "sister." Hispanics call their people la raza. Whites used to 
understand this. In fact, at some level they still do—their 
actions betray them. As we saw in Chapter 2, whites prefer 
white institutions, neighborhoods, culture, and texture of life. 
Whites leave long-established neighborhoods and institutions 
when their numbers drop below a certain level of comfort. 
People who grew up in what they took to be America do not 
want to live in outposts of Mexico or Haiti. They move to parts 
of the country that are still largely white. This is nearly 
universal, and even whites who criticize "white flight" do not 
generally fill their own lives with "diversity." 

If white Americans are asked to name a neighborhood in 
which they would like to live, almost all will name one with a 
large white majority; most cannot name a single desirable 
majority non-white neighborhood. Continued non-white 



immigration therefore makes whites refugees in their own 
country, no longer comfortable or welcome where they were 
once the majority. Yet they refuse to recognize that continued 
demographic change will turn ever-larger parts of the country 
into those places in which they refuse to live. 

One writer about urban affairs noted that the cities the 
media, academics, and city planners invariably call the most 
desirable places to live—such as Portland, Seattle, Austin, 
Minneapolis, and Denver—have something in common: they 
are overwhelmingly white. He called Portland, which is often 
heralded as one of America's most successful, progressive 
communities, 'America's ultimate White City." "The contrast 
with other, supposedly less advanced cities is stark," he 
added.^ 

The writer could not bring himself to take the next step: 
These places are desirable because they are white, and they 
will cease to be desirable if they cease to be white. No 
"ultimate White City" can stay that way, moreover, because it 
will appeal to everyone, not just whites. No "whitopia" or 
"white Mecca" can survive in a country that encourages 
immigration from non-European sources and officially 
celebrates diversity.^* 

Under the current rules of American society, whites have no 
moral grounds to preserve racial majorities in any context, 
whether in a club, neighborhood, school, region, the nation as 
a whole, or even in their own families. Somewhere, deep in 
their bones, whites yearn for the comfort, the ease, the joy of 
living among their own people in societies that reflect the 
values of their ancestors. They answer this yearning whenever 
they move from Southern California to the North, from the city 
to the suburbs, from diversity to homogeneity. But according to 
today's racial dogma, this yearning is evil. 

There will always be "white Meccas," enclaves for wealthy 
whites who can afford them, but with no moral, legal, or 
practical way to preserve majorities, most whites will 
eventually come to the end of the road. They will find that the 
America for which they yearn has disappeared. 




At what point would it be legitimate for whites to act in their 
own group interests? When they become a minority? When 
they are no more than 30 percent of the population? Ten 
percent? Or must they never be allowed to take any action to 
ensure that the land in which they live reflects their values, 
their culture, their manners, their traditions, and honors the 
achievements of their ancestors? If whites do not cherish and 
defend these things, no one else will do it for them. If whites do 
not rekindle some sense of their collective interests they will be 
pushed aside by people who have a very clear sense of their 
interests. Eventually, whites will come to understand that to 
dismantle and even demonize white racial consciousness while 
other races cultivate racial consciousness is a fatal form of 
unilateral disarmament. 

For their very survival as a distinct people with a distinct 
culture, whites must recognize something all others take for 
granted: that race is a fundamental part of individual and 
group identity. Any society based on the assumption that race 
can be wished or legislated away ensures for itself an endless 
agony of pretense, conflict, and failure. For 60 years, we have 
wished and legislated in vain. In so doing, by opening the 
United States to peoples from every corner of the world, we 
have created agonizing problems for future generations. As 
surely as the Communists were mistaken in their hopes of 
remaking human nature, so have been the proponents of 
diversity and multi-culturalism. 

What goals might whites pursue if they had a racial identity 
like that of other groups? Clearly, they would end immigration; 
it is not in the interests of whites to be displaced by others. 
They would also recognize that when whites prefer to live, 
work, and go to school with people of their own race, that is no 
different from anyone else wanting to do these things. Whites 
—and others—should have legal means to preserve local 
majorities if that is their preference. That preference should not 
be imposed on anyone who wishes to live in a more Bohemian 
manner, but it is wrong to condemn whites—and only whites— 
for instincts science suggests are part of human nature. 



Another goal of whites would be to end the current 
propaganda about the advantages of diversity, for it only 
justifies their dispossession. Whites should also be free—again, 
like all other groups—to express pride in the accomplishments 
of their people. 

It is impossible to predict every detail of an America in which 
whites recognized the reality of race and defended their 
legitimate interests, but we have a good idea of what America 
will be like if this does not happen. The future has already 
arrived in those parts of the country where whites refuse to 
live. Nor is it possible to predict every detail of how non-whites 
would exercise power once demographic change put it 
irrevocably in their hands. It is possible to guess, however. 

A multi-racial society would be difficult enough to manage 
even if all groups shared wealth equally. One with such stark 
differences as ours is poisoned by envy and resentment, and 
blacks and Hispanics have profound reasons for resentment 
entirely aside from differences in wealth and power. Whites 
built the modern world. They named the elements and the 
continents, and discovered the laws of science. During the past 
several centuries, they invented and discovered and 
conquered at a furious pace. They built so much in their own 
image that scarcely anyone on earth is free from the 
technology and culture of the white man. It is easy for groups 
that contributed little to building the modern world to resent 
whites. 

Many whites have absorbed that resentment and turned it 
upon themselves. While they still had the power and numbers 
to set the cultural and intellectual tone of the country, they 
established assumptions of white guilt and blamed themselves 
for the failures of non-whites. They confessed their racism, and 
apologized for the sins of their ancestors. Perhaps they thought 
non-whites would admire them for these confessions, would 
forgive them and love them. 

As we saw in Chapters 5, 6, and 7, however, whatever non¬ 
whites feel for whites, it is not love and forgiveness. Other 
groups have interpreted confessions and apologies as proof 



that whites are uniquely guilty and deserving more of animus 
than forgiveness. 

While whites were still the majority, they established 
preferences for blacks and Hispanics that took such deep root 
that Congress and state legislatures have been powerless to 
abolish them. These programs would provoke outrage if they 
were practiced in favor of whites, but they have been partially 
curbed only by state ballot initiatives and equivocal Supreme 
Court decisions. 

Demography would change this. In 2006, the state of 
Michigan voted to abolish racial preferences in college 
admissions and state contracting, but the measure passed only 
because whites were still a majority. Eighty-five percent of 
blacks and 69 percent of Hispanics voted to maintain racial 
preferences for themselves.^ When they have a voting 
majority nothing will prevent non-whites from reestablishing 
and extending preferences. 

Are there portents in the actions of Eric Holder, the first black 
attorney general, appointed by the first black president? J. 
Christian Adams, a white Justice Department lawyer resigned in 
protest when the department dropped a case of voter 
intimidation the previous administration had already won by 
default against the New Black Panther Party. In this 2008 case, 
fatigue-clad blacks waved billy clubs at white voters and yelled 
such things as "You are about to be ruled by the black man, 
cracker!" Mr. Adams called it "the simplest and most obvious 
violation of federal law I saw in my Justice Department career." 
He believed the decision to dismiss the case reflected hostility 
to the rights of whites. He said some of his colleagues called 
selective prosecution "payback time," adding that "citizens 
would be shocked to learn about the open and pervasive 
hostility within the Justice Department to bringing civil rights 
cases against nonwhite defendants on behalf of white 
victims."^ 

Christopher Coates, who was the head of the voting section 
of the Civil Rights Division, agreed with this assessment. In 
sworn testimony before Congress, he called the dismissal of the 




Black Panthers case a "travesty of justice" and described a 
"hostile atmosphere" against "race-neutral enforcement" of the 
Voting Rights Act. He said the department had a "deep-seated 
opposition to the equal enforcement of the Voting Rights Act 
against racial minorities and for the protection of white voters 
who have been discriminated against."^ 

How will the department behave when whites become a 
minority? 

Whites have gone to extraordinary lengths to advance the 
interests of minorities, to respect their cultures, to protect their 
sensibilities—and to what effect? How many minorities have 
ever shown gratitude for racial preferences, for public 
celebrations of their histories and cultures, for immigration and 
refugee policies that lifted them from misery? Instead, they 
resent America, and complain that whites never do enough. 
There is no sign that when the weight of numbers puts power 
in their hands they will treat whites with anything but 
contempt. 

They have certainly noticed the implications of demographic 
change. Retired CNN anchorman Bernard Shaw received a 
lifetime achievement award from the National Association of 
Black Journalists in 2007. In his acceptance speech he said: 
"Beyond this ballroom tonight, white males wake up. Globally, 
you are an island speck in an ocean of color. The reins of power 
will weaken and so will your grip—if you do not faithfully 
support our nation's greatest strength: diversity."^ Is it a 
gross misinterpretation to rephrase his remarks as: "Go quietly 
before you are pushed"? 

Black lawyer Mark Lloyd, who was to serve later as chief 
diversity officer at the Federal Communications Commission 
under President Obama, noted at a conference in 2005 that in 
government there are a limited number of positions of power. 
"[UJnless we are conscious of the need to have more people of 
color, gays, other people in those positions we will not change 
the problem," he added. "We're in a position where you have to 
say who is going to step down so someone else can have 
power. 





Roberto Suro, who has worked for Newsweek and the 
Washington Post, and was a founding director of the Pew 
Hispanic Center, offers us a choice. He lists the indices of social 
failure among Hispanics and warns that whites had better 
improve conditions for them. "The outcome," he writes, "will 
determine whether the nation's cities work or whether they 
burn."^ 

Alvaro Huerta, a PhD candidate at Berkeley, has a warning for 
congressmen who voted down the 2010 DREAM Act, which was 
a package of benefits for children of illegal immigrants. He says 
their vote will "haunt them," adding that "the browning of 
America is a reality that an aging white population needs to 
come to terms with."^ In other words, "we are the future 
majority, so you had better do as we say." 

Kent Wong teaches Asian-American studies at UCLA and is 
the director of the Center for Labor Research and Education. In 
2010, he gave a speech calling for in-state tuition at public 
universities for illegal immigrants. "You will go on to become 
lawyers, teachers, doctors and members of the U.S. Congress to 
replace those old white men," he shouted, as his largely 
Hispanic audience clapped and cheered.^ 

These people are not speaking the language of universal 
brotherhood. Although the groups they represent are still 
minorities, they are speaking the language of dispossession. 

E. Raymond Hall, professor of biology at the University of 
Kansas, wrote the authoritative work on American wildlife. 
Mammals of North America. He stated as a biological law that, 
"two subspecies of the same species do not occur in the same 
geographic area.” Prof. Hall explains that human races are 
biological subspecies, and that the law applied to them, too: 
"To imagine one subspecies of man living together on equal 
terms for long with another subspecies is but wishful thinking 
and leads only to disaster and oblivion for one or the other."^ 
In recent decades we have seen what Prof. Hall was writing 
about in the Balkans, Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi, and the Eastern 
Congo. We call it "ethnic cleansing." In Zimbabwe there is a 
systematic effort to rid the country of whites, and some 






observers do not rule out similar efforts in South Africa and 
Namibia. Is it utterly unrealistic to imagine ethnic cleansing in 
the United States? Prof. Hall's forebodings do not appear 
outlandish in some of our schools, prisons, and neighborhoods. 

The demographic forces we have set in motion have created 
conditions that are inherently unstable and potentially violent. 
All other groups are growing in numbers and have a vivid racial 
identity. Only whites have no racial identity, are constantly on 
the defensive, and constantly in retreat. They have a choice: 
regain a sense of identity and the resolve to maintain their 
numbers, their traditions, and their way of life—or face 
oblivion. 
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